Greater Akron Audubon Chapter
Executive Board Meeting

Minutes: 29 July 2007
Note: minutes edited for web pages

The meeting was called to order by President Mark Purdy at the home of Claire & Mark Purdy.
Attendance: Mark Purdy, Pres., Dick Parker, Treas., Clyde Witt, Newsletter, Marc Nolls, Field Trips, Wolfgang Pelz, Communications, Joyce Pelz, Conservation (and temp Secretary), Susan Jones, Claire Purdy, and Cathy Parker.
Mark opened the meeting with the news that Mike Edgington resigned from the board.  Mike’s service as Secretary and organizational skills, Audubon coffee sales, etc. for 2 years will be missed.  A thank you card will be sent.
A discussion about the fact that we have not filled the Vice Pres position since Tucker’s left OH ended up with a strong suggestion that Marc Nolls consider the position.  The VP fills in for the traveling Pres at chapter meetings.  Marc will think about it.  He is presently working on enhancements to Field Trips.

Treasurer’s Report – Dick Parker
Newsletter is major drain of our funds.  Bulk Mail Postage cost $1900 over past 2 yrs, printing costs $6600, making the price per issue approx $832.00.  (See attached spread sheet information handed out at the meeting & amended per WP).
Dick P, “The info on the spreadsheet just analyzes newsletter costs versus anticipated annual income.  It does not account for other Audubon expenses, such as meeting room rental, conference attendance, etc”

Comments & Suggestions:

· CW Ask members for $1/issue.  Add env to newsletter when we label

· WP Pass the plate at the meetings

· CP Cut back to 4 issues

· SJ moved that we appeal for money before cut backs

· Announce appeal at all meetings and seed sale, have nice wooden bird feeder to collect $.
Interest rate on invested funds is 4.66%.  The money is liquid and secure.  $2000 has been taken out in last 9 months.  In the past, larger bequests were source of these funds. Need appeal.

Web site hosting cost $200/year. Our Newsletter printer, Rich provides this.  Someone may be able to talk to Randy Mitchell @ UA Biology Dept about hosting. Note that the UA Computer Science Dept hosted the site for several years, but …
Bird Seed Sale income is down.  Probably from discount store competition.  Only cleared $528 last year.  Need flyers by September for meeting attendees to encourage sales from friends.

See Action Items for details
President’s Comments:
Mingo Shelter has been booked for our September through November chapter meetings and also for the Christmas Bird Count Chili dinner, which will be held 4-7pm on December 16.           

June 2008 picnic will again be at Bath Nature Preserve.
Hospitality was discussed and a search is on for replacement host/hostess.


Does anyone really care about the snacks?

Mark claims good stuff goes well, but the Hostess Twinkies weren’t popular.


Mostly after the Coffee and Tea


Decisions to cut out the cookies, listen to the audience, if there are grumbles about the lack of snacks, we will revisit this issue.


Thanks to Marc for coming in early to heat up the coffee H2O and set up the literature table! Great job.

Nature Realm Garden Update

Dick & Cathy weeded 2X. 

Report that some plants are looking great.

Columbine is seeding-this is good news.

GAAS was not invited to the Garden Day event (we were there last yr)

Bath Nature Preserve 
Open House is Sept. 22, Saturday 10-2

We have a poster in place, do we need more?

Mediocre attendance last year
Mark P to get brochures, seed flyers, bird check lists to the event

Great Egret Award

Material deleted

Field Trips
Want to promote Spring Bird Walks more to increase attendance

Signs @ Kiosks in Metro Parks

Metro Parks has bird walks on Fridays & Weekends—we should be a partner w/ Metro Parks instead of a competitor

Marc Nolls to co-ordinate Field trip calendars with other groups, announce dates at meetings.  Audubon Ohio has a list, this way we can combine our trips with others to improve quality.

May try to co-ordinate car pools

Marc Nolls to meet with Maureen and talk about poor turnout.

Discussions and brain-storming were held regarding next season’s programs. Mark had brought a list of all previous programs. The decided meeting invitees, with the designated callers were:
	Possible Month
	Speaker
	Topic
	Caller designate

	September
	Andy Jones
	Ornithology @ Cleve Museum
	Marc N

	
	
	
	

	October
	Greg Miller
	Big Year
	Susan ?

	November
	Unknown
	
	

	January
	Larry Roche
	Dragonflies
	Marc N

	Feb
	Clyde/Susan
	Trinidad/Tobago
	Clyde

	March
	Open
	Open
	Open

	All months are tentative, pending contact

	Other potential Sources to be checked into:

ODNR – List of Speakers/Topics – Joyce

Windmills/Renewable Energy Sources – Joyce

Ducks Unlimited—Duck Stamps – Marc N

Spiders—Todd Blackledge—Claire

Voles—Bruce Cushing (UA) – Claire (Potential Picnic speaker)


The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted

Joyce Pelz
Board Secretary for the meeting, Conservation Chair for life ;)
