Greater Akron Audubon Society

Minutes of the Meeting of the Executive Committee

July 8, 2011

Present:  Susan Jones, Louisa Kreider, Cathy Parker, Dick Parker, Joyce Pelz, Wolfgang Pelz, Claire Purdy, Mark Purdy, Clyde Witt.

· Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer’s report was approved as submitted to the Executive Committee members several days in advance of the meeting via e-mail. It was noted that during the past year $200 was paid to speakers, and a $100 donation was made to Skunk Haven.

· Newsletter

Last year’s schedule of four issues throughout the year will be repeated. An order form for the seed sale will be included in the first issue once again. Wolfgang noted that the post office box has changed physical location from downtown Akron to Wolf Ledges, but the mailing address (box number, ZIP code) remain unchanged.

· Hospitality

Wolfgang reported that he received only one comment over the abolishment of hospitality at the monthly chapter meetings. No one else received any comments. Therefore, the committee will continue to refrain from offering refreshments at the monthly meetings.

· Annual Report

Although the forms are not yet available, Mark submitted his annual plea for information regarding activities from the past year for inclusion in the chapter’s annual report.  Mark will repair to the GAAS Web site for most such information, but he also welcomes reminders about activities not listed there.

· “Fall into Nature” at the Bath Nature Preserve

From their experience as GAAs representatives to this event last year, Cathy and Dick noted that a children’s activity would be appropriate, given the demographics of most of the attendees. The Executive Committee membership evidenced a general lack of enthusiasm for the continued presence of GAAS. Dick moved to table the issue, and Claire seconded the motion. The motion carried.

· Birds and wine dinner concept

The committee was unanimously in favor of holding a wine dinner at a local fine dining establishment as a chapter fundraiser. In determining the potential date for such an event, the committee agreed that February or March offered enough time for publicity yet occurred prior to the busy spring season. Dick suggested coinciding the event with a date that has significance to birds. Dick will contact Vaccaro’s, and Wolfgang will contact the Harbor Inn for details.

· Great Egret Award 

Discussion not for public review

· Seed Sale

The date and time for this year’s seed sale were set for November 5, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Mark will contact Copley Feed & Supply for the usual arrangements and this year’s pricing. Unless costs to GAAS have increased substantially, prices will remain at last year’s levels. Clyde will need the pricing by the last week of August in order to include it in the September issue of the newsletter.  The same items offered last year will be offered this year, including peanuts.  

· Programs for 2011-2012

September:  Lisa Petit, Cuyahoga Valley National Park, on the former Coliseum site.  Wolfgang will contact.

October:  Jay Mager, Ohio Northern University, on either acoustic communication in birds or unwitting mismanagement due to poor understanding of birds’ natural histories.  Dick will contact.

November:  Ian Adams, professional photographer. Mark will contact.

December:  Christmas Bird Count. 

January:  Pad Rydquist, Metro Parks, Serving Summit County, on classifying bird song by sonograms. Louisa will contact.

February:  Susan Schmidt on bees. Joyce will contact.

March or April: Dan Herm, OADRC, on phenology. Joyce will contact.

March or April: Another “amateur night” presented by individuals from the chapter membership.

May: Richard Dolbeer, Bird Strike Committee USA, and Sandra Wright on aircraft and birds. Clyde will contact.

June:   Annual picnic. Matt Shawkey, UA, on coloration in mallards. Mark will contact.

Respectfully submitted,

Louisa J. Kreider
