Greater Akron Audubon Society

Executive Committee Meeting

24 September 2005


The meeting of the Greater Akron Audubon Society was convened at 4:50 PM on 24 September, 2005. The meeting was called to order by Mark Purdy, President.

Attendees were:

Mark Purdy, President

Bill Tucker, Vice President

Michele Tucker, Treasurer

Mike Edgington, Secretary

Marc Nolls, Field Trip Coordinator

Clyde Witt, Newsletter Editor

Susan Jones, Advisor

Holly Norton, Refreshment Coordinator

Joyce Pelz, Conservation Chair

Wolfgang Pelz, Webmaster

Introductions were held, including new members of the committee, Mike Edgington, Marc Nolls, Holly Norton

The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Mark Purdy. Highlights were:

· Marc Nolls has received reimbursement for the seminar he attended.
· A subcommittee, consisting of Michele Tucker, Joyce Pelz, and Cathy Parker is working with Seiberling on design and construction of an Akron Audubon native plants garden.

· The Eagle Scout project, for which funding had been requested by the scout, has been completed with funding from other sources.

Clyde made a comment that a notice must be sent to membership regarding the seed sale, prior to the next newsletter, which will be out on 1 November.

The treasury report was read. The treasury consists of:



$3597 in checking account


$16,310 in a money market fund.


There was general discussion regarding revenue and expenditures. 


Sources of revenue are:



- Donation: most of the money fund was a bequest from a former member

- Membership, although, due to National retaining funds, does not amount to much 

- Seed Sale $470 last year

Discussion was held about a potential chapter planning meeting. The Ohio headquarters has offered to facilitate a meeting designed to help the chapter with its planning. Christie Vargo would be the facilitator from the Ohio main office. The committee agreed that this was a positive approach. Mark will contact Christie to get on her schedule and get ideas for how the committee should prepare for the meeting. The dates suggested were 10/29 or 30, or 11/12 or 13. (11/12 and 13 will not work because of program at Mohican on 11/12, 13.)

Discussion was held on how to publicize field trips. Some of the ideas are:

· Continue partnering with Summit county metroparks.

· Library postings

· CVNP “day-in-the-park” newsletter

This year’s program was discussed.


September (27)
Jim McCormac




Mingo not available; Mark will attempt to get Seiberling





Michele Tucker will wait at Mingo to redirect traffic


October (25)

Cynthia Drukenbrode




Praying Mantises





Mingo


November (22)
Chris & Chad Saladin
Peregrine falcons

Mingo 


December ( )

Christmas bird count





Shady Hollow

January

Fran Kitchen





Fuzzy Critters


February

Open


March


Tom Henry, ODNR





Bald Eagles


April


Open


May


Open


June


Picnic


Options:



Black Bears in Ohio:
Damen Greer: Joyce Pelz will 


Harvey Webster



Dan Pettit

It was agreed that the picnic will be at Bath Nature Center again, if available


Mark will contact the same individuals as last year.

There is a fall retreat, sponsored by the Ohio Coalition of Audubon Chapters, at Mohican.

The dates are; 11/12, 13

Cost is $75, including food and board


$65 for food only

Location; Mohican Outdoor School

Open to committee member wishing to attend; reimbursement available.

On 30 September, there is a ceremony at Ottawa NWR at which a check will be presented to ONWR for preservation of wetlands. Attendance is open. Time is 3:00PM.

The seed sale was discussed and the date was set as 12 November. Copley Feed will once again be the site. Mark will contact Copley Feed. Volunteers will be needed to load seed into cars. 

Field trips were discussed. The general consensus was that we should work on building attendance. Marc Nolls offered suggestions:

· Partnerships with other groups (e.g. Kirtland bird club, West Cuyahoga Audubon, etc.)

· Trips including overnight and day trips (E.g. The Wilds, Hocking area)

· Offer services;
birding sites, handouts such as bird checklists
The web site was discussed. U of Akron has been hosting the site but will be unavailable. Wolfgang offered two options for hosting sites:


- NDTC

$220/year


- Rich Corbett

$225/year

Both sites have similar services. Rich Corbett does the GAAS newsletter now. A motion was made by Joyce Pelz to award the site to Rich. Seconded by Bill Tucker. Passed unanimously. Wolfgang will contact him and make the arrangements.

A domain name will be available. It was agreed that we would pursue akronaudubon.org if available. Alternatives included gaas.org. An E-mail alias will be included as well.

Additional topics discussed:

Holly Norton and Clyde Witt discussed binocular donations for South America and Gulf Coast birders: American Birding Society (?) has information. 

Action Items:

Chapter Planning Session; Contact Christie Vargo:
Mark Purdy

Contact Copley Feed regarding Seed Sale:

Mark Purdy

Web Site move:




Wolfgang Pelz.
