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Highlights and prime areas in CBC Area #4.  
 
Coverage by Douglas W. & Michelle Vogus. 
 
Boundaries include Riverview Rd. to the east - so Ira Beaver Marsh is NOT in the territory. Bath Rd. to Yellow Creek Rd. 
to the south, 
almost to the I-77 overpass, and the "circle side" of the count area to the west that semi-circles north to just before 
Deep Lock Quarry  
Metro Park. 
 
1).  In the future, can be started anywhere, but we always start at Indigo Lake off of Riverview Rd., especially if there is 
open water. 
Best bet is to get there before any waterfowl take off in the morning after dropping down the previous day/night. As 
expected, plenty 
of Canada Geese, but you never know what may be present at first light. Have had Lesser Scaup, Canvasback and 
Redhead in the 
past with the best species by far being a pair of Long-tailed Ducks in 2013. At first light, they did not stay long, got 
nervous with our 
presence and left after five minutes of viewing and headed SW. Pied-billed Grebe in 2022. Also a good place to call for 
Barred Owls 
before daylight and usually plenty of Ring-billed Gulls, Herring Gulls and American Crows as fly-overs. Ample parking at 
the Indigo 
Lake parking lot, along with a vault toilet. Usually plenty of American Robins around the lake on the back western end. 
 
2).  Since we're already in the vicinity, we take the trail around the west side of the lake, then head west to the trails 
provided by 
Old Trail School that lead out to Howe Meadow. Plenty of brushy areas around Howe Meadow as well as plenty of sky to 
scan 
for more gull fly-overs. Great place for Eastern Towhee, Eastern Bluebird and the occasional lingering Fox Sparrow. After 
skirting 
the field, we then take it north and reconnect with Indigo Lake. Never hurts to check the lake numerous times 
throughout the day. 
 
3).  Driving over to Old Trail School along Ira Rd. will yield birds along the edges. White house next to the school always 
has full 
feeders in both the front and the back. Dedicated bird feeders - the kind we like. As well as typical feeder birds, the 
edges around 
the Old Trail School grounds are good for Dark-eyed Juncos, White-throated Sparrows, Northern Cardinals, etc. 
 
4).  Ira Rd. leads into Oak Hill Rd. and the brushy hedgerows around Hale Farm & Village. Check the cattle fields for 
American 
Kestrel, Cooper's Hawk, Eastern Bluebirds. Plenty of hedgerows along Oak Hill Rd. to the turn around at the end, as Oak 
Hill Rd. 
no longer goes all the way to the Everett Road Covered Bridge. The Hale Farm Connector Trail is a paved trail that goes 
from Indigo 
Lake west to Oak Hill Rd. and the Hale Farm & Village. Not a lot of trail access in the area as it heads west out of the 
CVNP. 
 
5).  With the somewhat ambiguous semi-circle to the west as the boundary, it includes part of the Oak Hill Area, but not 
all of it. 
Be aware of the boundary and don't stray too far west out of the area. It includes just east of Sylvan Pond and down to 
the Valley 



Picnic Area along Riverview Rd. We take the southern end of the Plateau Trail to Meadowedge Pond and connect with 
the Rim 
Trail behind the Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Education Center (CVEEC) that leads all the way down to the parking lot 
along 
Everett Rd. and the Everett Road Covered Bridge. Another vault toilet here. Be aware that from Meadowedge Pond the 
Rim Trail 
on the CVEEC property is technically off-limits to hikers, although we've never been run out of there being that the 
count is 
always on a Sunday and the CVEEC seems closed. White pine stands behind the CVEEC and on to the stairs down to the 
Everett Road Covered Bridge are good for the occasional Red-breasted Nuthatch or Barred Owl. Also a good area for 
Brown  
Creeper, Winter Wren and Pileated Woodpecker. 
 
6).  Everett Road Covered Bridge area includes parts of Furnace Run for a chance at Belted Kingfisher. More white pine 
stands 
here for Red-breasted Nuthatch. This also includes part of the now out of service Everett Rd. near the intersections of 
both 
bridle trails, Perkins Trail and Riding Run Trail. We hike the section of bridle trail from the covered bridge, along the old 
road bed, 
then out to Everett Rd./Wheatley Rd., cross Furnace Run and take the trail back to the covered bridge. If time, this 
includes the 
Furnace Run Loop Trail on the north side for more typical passerines of the hardwoods. 
 
7.)  Driving from Ira Rd. up to Shade Rd. leads to O'Neil Woods Metro Park. Great place for resident Barred Owls as well 
as 
woodpeckers. This is also access to the Buckeye Trail from O'Neil Woods Metro Park north to Ira Rd. Hit or miss in these 
hardwoods, as sometimes you will find expected birds of the winter - or nothing at all. The lower section of Deer Run 
Trail 
at O'Neil Woods is along Yellow Creek Rd. Parking can be had at the big red barn along Yellow Creek Rd. and that loop 
section of Deer Run Trail along Yellow Creek can yield good winter birds like Winter Wren or Yellow-rumped Warbler 
without 
committing to the entire Deer Run Trail. Depending upon how many people cover this area, a longer loop hike would be 
from 
O'Neil Woods Metro Park, take the Deer Run Trail briefly, just past the restrooms, and connect with the Buckeye Trail 
and 
take it north down to Ira Rd. and pick up the Towpath Trail from Ira Rd. south to Bath Rd. Leaving a car there would be 
ideal,  
or then walk Bath Rd., veering right where it splits at Yellow Creek Rd. and take Bath Rd. back to Deer Run Trail, around 
the red 
barn and then back up to the O'Neil Woods parking lot. As a duo, we don't have time to commit that much effort to just 
one 
area, but something to think about in the future with more birders in the field. 
 
8).  It's always difficult to hit all these spots in the morning when birds are most active, so these aforementioned areas 
can 
be a roll of the dice as to what area is productive and which ones are not. Usually by 11:00am things are dying down and 
the remainder of the day is driving and birding in the following areas: The Kemery Rd. area in Bath is a small residential 
neighborhood of older homes with wooded lots. Not as many bird feeders as one would like, but that can change from 
year 
to year. Stands of white and Scotch pines and Norway spruce in this neighborhood and decent hedgerows and edges 
around the homes. Always a good place for Red-shouldered Hawks, Blue Jays, American Robins. Other roads worth 
driving in the area include parts of Revere Rd., Shade Rd., West Bath Rd., and Yellow Creek Rd. Oak Knoll neighborhood  
off of Yellow Creek Rd. has had Wild Turkey in the past. 
 
Good Birding! 
 



Douglas W. & Michelle Vogus 
 


