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Upcoming Programs and Events

GAAS January Program

Featuring Speaker Bradley Wilkinson, Ph.D.

Southern Wings

Tuesday, January 28th 7:00pm

Zoom meeting: Registration required at

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsd-
qprTkvGdArZJ5HQzN6TiAwWNV3q61e

Southern Wings is a partnership of state fish and wildlife agencies facilitating
participation in the conservation of priority migratory birds across the full
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annual cycle (breeding, migration, and nonbreeding sites). Birds are not
aware of political borders, but their challenges transcend these boundaries
and so must our planning and initiatives on their behalf. Since the inception
of the program fifteen years ago, forty-one state fish and wildlife agencies

have contributed over $4.2 million to the conservation of 81 priority migratory
bird species on stop-over sites and wintering grounds to complement in-state

investment in 24 different projects in 11 countries.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Black Swamp Bird Observatory's Monthly
Birds at Home Virtual Learning Series!

Leveraging Social Media Analytics to Monitor Avian Collisions

​Presented by Diya Balagopal

Tuesday January 14th at 7:00 pm

Project details: Bird collisions with buildings and windows pose a significant
threat to avian populations worldwide. Many people often post on social
media about bird collisions, but the lack of monitoring systems results in

valuable data going unnoticed. To augment present data collection methods,
we present a novel approach leveraging social media data, such as Twitter,
to monitor bird collision incidents. Our project involves the development of a
data harvesting program designed to collect and analyze tweets related to
bird collisions, alongside a Twitter bot that automatically retweets relevant

tweets, directing users to resources for assistance. Both utilize specific
keywords and hashtags associated with bird collisions to filter relevant



tweets. The program extracts information such as the content, date, time,
and any available images related to the incident.

Register Here: Meeting Registration - Zoom

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Backyard Habitat: Winter Sowing 

Thursday, January 16, 6 p.m

Sippo Lake Park-North, 5712 12th St. NW, Canton, OH, 44708

Join Wild Ones of Greater Cleveland for this informative workshop on winter
sowing. Winter sowing is an outdoor seed-starting technique that requires
just two things: miniature greenhouses and Mother Nature! It is one of the

most cost-effective ways to add native plants to your landscape. All supplies
will be provided for participants to create a mini greenhouse of native plants
to take home. This program is part of the Backyard Habitat Series, for more

information visit www.starkparks.com/backyard.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Seeking Volunteers to Serve on the Board

The Greater Akron Audubon Society is seeking enthusiastic and dedicated
volunteers to join our board of directors. If you are passionate about

conservation, education, and promoting the appreciation of birds and their
habitats, this is a wonderful opportunity to make a meaningful impact in our

community. Board members play a crucial role in guiding our mission,
planning engaging programs, and fostering partnerships that further our

goals. We welcome individuals with diverse backgrounds and experiences,
whether you’re a seasoned conservationist or a newcomer eager to learn.

Joining the board is not just a chance to give back; it’s also an opportunity to
connect with like-minded individuals and contribute to a cause that benefits

both wildlife and our local environment. We are particularly looking for
members who can bring fresh ideas, innovative strategies, and a passion for

advocacy. If you’re interested in being part of an organization that inspires
others to appreciate and protect nature, we invite you to reach out and learn

more about how you can get involved. Together, we can create a brighter
future for birds and their habitats in the Greater Akron area.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Walks

2025 Winter Raptor Extravaganza at The Wilds: 

Saturday, January 18, 2025



We’re looking forward to birding with members again at The
Wilds in Cumberland, Ohio, in 2025! Don’t miss a fun day of
birding, seeing old friends and learning about the Eastern

Hellbender!

The OOS will return to The Wilds on January 18, 2025, for our
annual trip to find wintering raptors and wintering waterfowl! This is
a members-only event** so sign up today to become eligible to join
Signing up as a member (or renewing your membership) is easy –

just click on the link below to join the OOS today!

Become an OOS Member or Renew Here
https://ohiobirds.org/signup/#join

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

OWL PROWL

Sunday, January 12, 2025 @ 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Deep Lock Quarry, 5779 Riverview Rd, Peninsula OH 44262

Join a naturalist for a quiet evening hike along the 1.4-mile Quarry Trail. Learn
some common owl calls, where to spot them and why they are the perfect

predator. Bring a small flashlight if you wish.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Bird Nerds: Dabbling Duck ID

Saturday, January 18, 2025 @ 12 – 2:00 pm

Firestone Metro Park, Coventry Oaks 

40 Axline Ave Akron, OH 44319

Newbies and experts alike are welcome to join our ongoing series to explore a unique bird
identification challenge each month. After an indoor presentation, we’ll head out to the

field to put our skills to the test. This month we’ll sort through the beautiful dabbling ducks.
Please note that this presentation will be held at Coventry Oaks Lodge and the following

outdoor portion will be held at the Wilbeth Road Trailhead along the Towpath Trail.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Birds and the Trees

Sunday, January 19, 2025 @ 9 – 11:00 am

Munroe Falls Metro Park, Tallmadge Meadows Area 

1088 North Ave.Tallmadge, OH 44278

Explore the meadow and forest edge in search of winter birds. Along the way, learn to
identify some native trees while discovering the relationship between birds and deciduous



forests. Please bring binoculars.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Feeders 101

Friday, January 24, 2025 @ 12 – 1:00 pm

FA Seiberling Visitors Center 1828 Smith Rd. Akron, OH 44313

Join a naturalist at our bird-feeding window to examine the many types of food and
feeders you can use to attract birds right to your back yard.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Snowbird Saunter 

Sunday, January 26, 2025 @ 8 – 10:00 am

Silver Creek Metro Park, Big Oak Area 

5199 Medina Line Rd, Norton, OH 44230



Spring isn’t the only time to see migrant birds in Ohio. Join a naturalist for a 2-mile bird
walk along Chippewa Trail with a special focus on our iconic winter migrant: the dark-eyed

junco.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Winter Bird Walk

February 7, 2025 @ 10:00 – 11:30 am

Wood Hollow Metro Park/Downy Loop Trail 

2121 Barlow Rd, Hudson OH 44236

Join us on the 1.2-mile Downy Loop Trail to search for and learn about our hardy, winter
resident birds

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Birding Bucket List: Winter Residents

February 1, 2025 @ 1:00 – 2:00 pm



FA Seiberling Visitors Center 

1828 Smith Rd. Akron, OH 44313

Ohio has favorable winter conditions for many boreal birds! Let’s talk about who you might
see on winter vacation this season so you can cross birds off your birding bucket list.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lyceum Lecture: "Recreation as a Human Right: Camp Mueller"

Thursday, January 30, 2025 

Happy Days Lodge

500 West Streetsboro Street, Peninsula, OH 44264

Doors open 6:30 pm, Presentation 7 - 8:00 pm:

Join Dr. Rasul A. Mowatt for a discussion on Camp Mueller, one of the first African
American outdoor focused camps in the nation, located in Cuyahoga Valley National Park

(CVNP).

Dr. Mowatt, as co-principal investigator, led a study that examined historical records
around Camp Mueller. The study addressed the need for further interpretation of African

American history in and near CVNP.

The study’s findings acknowledge that preserving Camp Mueller’s history is intertwined
with the broader socio-political history of Cleveland, which includes nuanced intersections

of race and class. REGISTRATION AND FEE 

https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?id=250D61F4-A8C7-59B8-
9B5447342AC67723

https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?id=250D61F4-A8C7-59B8-9B5447342AC67723
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?id=250D61F4-A8C7-59B8-9B5447342AC67723


Conservancy members: $10; General admission: $15; Students/Teachers: Live stream
participation: Free-registration required

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

January 22 - 26, 2025

Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival

The 26th Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival will be held January 22-26, 2025.
Location is the Radisson Resort At The Port, 8701 Astronaut Blvd, Cape Canaveral, FL,
32920. Field trips, led by strong local and out-of-town leaders, go to all of the hotspots in

this coastal location and inland.

https://www.aba.org/event/space-coast-birding-and-wildlife-festival-2/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THE OHIO BLUEBIRD SOCIETY

https://www.aba.org/event/space-coast-birding-and-wildlife-festival-2/


ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Back to Basics!

Saturday, March 1, 2025

Ashland College

Presentations include Bluebirds 101, Pollinators, Lake Erie Birding Trail, Kestrels & Motus
Towers, Purple Martin Landlord Tips

Also: bird conservation organization displays, question & answer panel, silent auction,
awards and more!

Keynote Speaker: Julie Zickefoose: Have You Ever Wondered? What I’ve Learned in 40
years of Bluebirding

For conference details including hotel accommodations, lunch menu and registration i

https://ohiobluebirdsociety.org/conference/

Please direct any further questions to OBS President Heather Harris:
heather_harris4475@yahoo.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News You Can Use

Preserve the Valley  & Gateway Communiy

In 2021 members of Preserve the Valley discovered a national movement known as
Gateway Communities to National Parks. At the time, PTV was working on preserving 45

https://ohiobluebirdsociety.org/conference/
mailto:heather_harris4475@yahoo.com


acres of woods known as Theiss Woods that sits above the Valley, National Park and the
Cuyahoga River. It seemed foolish to allow the City of Akron to sell the publically owned

land to private developers. The infrastructure costs along with the real possibility of
increased environmental degradation in an area that is seeing increased flooding didn’t

make sense nor did the 15-year property tax abatement given to homeowners of
$400,000+ homes in an area that didn’t need to incentivize to cause more sprawl.

We brought the concept of Gateway Community to the cities of Akron and Cuyahoga Falls
with the hope of more thoughtful redevelopment and recognition of preserving our natural
resources. A tenet of Gateway is first do no harm. Lots happened some good, some bad,

& some wait and see.

Fast-forward to NOW and interested community members are meeting as the
PARTNERSHIP FOR MERRIMAN VALLEY, a community-led initiative driving investment

the CVNP’s Gateway Neighborhood.

Partnership for Merriman Valley is a community-led initiative to attract and deploy public,
private, and philanthropic capital to the Merriman Valley-Schumacher Neighborhood to

achieve the ecological and economic promise of the 2022 master plan and solidifying the
neighborhood as the true gateway to Ohio’s national park.

Public meetings which will be coming in February 2025 need more voices. More
background information is at Gateway https://www.preservethevalley.com/gateway-

community/

Please follow PTV by first visiting the website at preservethevalley.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Why countries failed to reach a global deal on cutting plastic pollution

https://www.preservethevalley.com/gateway-community/
https://www.preservethevalley.com/gateway-community/
https://www.preservethevalley.com/


NPR's Leila Fadel speaks with Monterey Bay Aquarium chief conservation and science
officer Margaret Spring about why negotiators failed to clinch a global treaty on reducing

plastic pollution.

https://www.npr.org/2024/12/06/nx-s1-5214653/why-countries-failed-to-reach-a-global-
deal-on-cutting-plastic-pollution

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

She's 74 — and expecting: Wisdom the albatross astounds once again

Wisdom is thriving in America — Wisdom the albatross, that is. The Laysan albatross is
now at least 74 years old, and she recently laid an egg at the Midway Atoll National

Wildlife Refuge in the Pacific Ocean.

https://www.npr.org/2024/12/06/nx-s1-5220094/shes-74-and-expecting-wisdom-the-
albatross-astounds-once-again

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The global effort to genetically map 70,000 animal species

The Vertebrate Genomes Project: It's an ambitious effort by an international group of
scientists to create a "Genome Ark" by sequencing the genomes of about 70,000 animal
species. The hope is that through all of this gene sequencing, scientists will be able to
answer some basic but important questions like: What makes a bird, well, a bird? What

makes a mammal a mammal? Plus, with so many species on the verge of extinction, can
scientists record their genetic information before they go extinct – or better yet, maybe

https://www.npr.org/2024/12/06/nx-s1-5214653/why-countries-failed-to-reach-a-global-deal-on-cutting-plastic-pollution
https://www.npr.org/2024/12/06/nx-s1-5214653/why-countries-failed-to-reach-a-global-deal-on-cutting-plastic-pollution
https://www.npr.org/2024/12/06/nx-s1-5220094/shes-74-and-expecting-wisdom-the-albatross-astounds-once-again
https://www.npr.org/2024/12/06/nx-s1-5220094/shes-74-and-expecting-wisdom-the-albatross-astounds-once-again


help save the population from going extinct? Guest host Jon Hamilton, one of our favorite
science correspondents, talks to Erich Jarvis, the chair of this project, to learn what this

ark of animal genomes could mean for our future – and why a platypus qualified for early
boarding.

https://www.npr.org/2024/12/04/1216966362/vertebrate-genome-animals-biology

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The government proposes to list the monarch butterfly as a threatened
species

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife service is going to propose listing the monarch butterfly as
threatened. What does this mean and what might protections actually look like?

https://www.npr.org/2024/12/22/nx-s1-5220006/monarch-butterfly-would-join-threatened-
species-list-under-government-proposal

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cuyahoga Valley National Park celebrates 50 years of environmental
stewardship

Cuyahoga Valley National Park is turning 50, and celebrating the milestone by highlighting
decades of expansion, development and environmental preservation.

https://www.npr.org/people/2100615/jon-hamilton
https://www.rockefeller.edu/our-scientists/heads-of-laboratories/1159-erich-d-jarvis/
https://www.npr.org/2024/12/04/1216966362/vertebrate-genome-animals-biology
https://www.npr.org/2024/12/10/nx-s1-5220377/the-government-proposes-to-list-the-monarch-butterfly-as-a-threatened-species
https://www.npr.org/2024/12/10/nx-s1-5220377/the-government-proposes-to-list-the-monarch-butterfly-as-a-threatened-species


In September, the park kicked off hikes, happy hours and scavenger hunts — events that
will continue through the end of 2025 — to showcase how far Northeast Ohio’s national

park has come since its founding in 1974

https://www.ideastream.org/environment-energy/2024-12-27/cuyahoga-valley-national-
park-celebrates-50-years-of-environmental-stewardship

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Register Now at: GO.OSU.EDU/NEOPS

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org If you’ve
missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under
the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events
(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar,

hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org)

Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can
be found by going to the GAAS website Meeting Archives page: Meeting Archives -

http://go.osu.edu/NEOPS
https://www.akronaudubon.org/
https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html


P.O. Box 19190, Akron OH 44319
United States of America

info@akronaudubon.org
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our website or made purchase from us.
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Greater Akron Audubon Society If a virtual meeting was recorded and is available for
watching, there will be a <recording> button that can be selected to link to the recording

on YouTube.

Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org

Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon

Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon
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