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Upcoming Programs and Events 
       
 

 
 

Join Western Reserve Land Conservancy (WRLC) for a virtual presentation, Sandhill 
Cranes: Who, What, Where and Why? with Anne Lacy, Senior Manager of the 

International Crane Foundation’s North America Program. This program will look at the 

ecology of our beloved Sandhill Cranes. Using data from the International Crane 

Foundation’s long-term study area in Wisconsin, Anne will explore a few of the traits that 

make cranes famous, including longevity – how long can they live? – fidelity – they get 

divorced?? – and other fascinating stories from watching a marked population for over 30 

years. She also will give insight into how Sandhill Crane ecology informs us about other, 
more endangered, crane species. WRLC gives special thanks to Tom & Kathy Leiden for 

sponsoring Zoom into Nature: Sandhill Cranes. To register, see Zoom into Nature: 

Sandhill Cranes – Western Reserve Land Conservancy (wrlandconservancy.org) 
  

https://www.wrlandconservancy.org/event/zoom-into-nature-sandhill-cranes/
https://www.wrlandconservancy.org/event/zoom-into-nature-sandhill-cranes/


OSU Bee Lab Presents a Fall Pollinator Series 

 

 
 

Denise Ellsworth (Program Director, Pollinator Education, OSU Department of 

Entomology) has done it again – only this time, she has coordinated a Fall series of free, 

weekly webinars. Beginning Friday, October 14th through November 11th, all sessions are 

at 10:00 a.m. and will last for approximately 60 minutes plus questions. Register once to 

attend any or all sessions using the same link you’ll receive after registering. A full 

schedule is shown on the registration page: Webinar Registration - Zoom. All webinars will 

be recorded and posted on the Bee Lab website and links to the programs will be sent to 

those who register. This program, featuring an all-star line-up of speakers, is funded in part 

by a USDA/NIFA Integrated Pest Management Pollinator Health grant. 
 

 
 

 
Chipping Sparrow  Photo: Kenneth Cole Schneider 

 

Dr. Casey Youngflesh (Via Zoom) 
How Temperature and Elevation Shape Birds Across Geographic Space 

and a Changing Climate  

Monday, October 17, 2022 2:00 p.m. 

https://osu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__y1hvBGcRC28dybWXThGgQ


 
 

The Institute for Bird Populations (IBP) presents this program by Dr. Youngflesh, a 

Quantitative Ecologist and Presidential Postdoctoral Fellow in Ecology, Evolution, and 

Behavior at Michigan State University. Using data from more than 250,000 captures from 
IBP’s Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) Program in North America 

over three decades, Dr. Youngflesh’s research, broadly speaking, seeks to understand 

population-and-community-level ecological processes across environmental gradients. 

Within species, we find that warmer temperatures are generally associated with smaller 

individuals, both at more equatorial latitudes and in more recent years. Morphology can 

vary substantially within species. Stronger responses to spatial - rather than temporal - 

variation in temperature suggests that morphological change, however, may not be 

keeping up with the pace of climate change. Additionally, as elevation increases, we found 

that, within species, body size declines as relative wing length increases, likely due to the 

benefits that longer wings confer for flight in thin air environments. This work, enabled by 

the efforts of MAPS banders across North America, will serve as the basis for future 

exploration of the multitude of factors that drive the size and shape of birds across both 

space and time. To register, Signup Form (constantcontactpages.com). 
 

   

 
 

 

 
Great Horned Owl  Photo: Brad Wilson, Owl Portrait Photographer 

 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/6tjGaLd/17Oct22webinar?source_id=36f93c18-7d77-496b-a4d1-d553ec78c892&source_type=em&c=eZdJ_7Fzs53iBD0UkJ_wdPMqtPLj13cZ-S4oL6bIPwXiUBYQhAmnxA==


Radical Raptors (via Zoom) 
Monday, October 17, 2022 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

 
October is Raptor Month! Join a Summit Metro Parks naturalist for a virtual feather-filled 

evening learning about some of these magnificent birds. To join: https://zoom.us/join  and 

key in Zoom meeting ID number: 868 2391 1652 
 

 
 

GAAS October Program Meeting (Live) 
  

Jim Tomko, O.D.  
Owls of Ohio  

Tuesday, October 25, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
Mingo Lodge in Sand Run Metro Park 

1501 Sand Run Parkway, Akron, OH 44313 

 

 
Eastern Screech Owl   Photo: Jim Tomko, O.D. 

 
In our recognition of Raptor Month, Jim Tomko, O.D., will be presenting our October 

program on nocturnal raptors – owls. For an informative explanation of raptors, see this 

webpage by HawkWatch International: Hawkwatch International - Why Raptors? 

  

Twelve species of owls have been spotted in Ohio. Several (eight species) are residents, 

https://zoom.us/join
https://hawkwatch.org/learn/why-raptors?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk_zJtPTG-gIVMwutBh2Jvge4EAAYASAAEgLbpfD_BwE


some are migrants, and a few are accidental visitors. Interesting owl trivia will be revealed. 

Some tips on how, when and where to spot owls will be shared. (This is a power point 

presentation and no live owls will be exhibited.) 

   

  

Please note: Our October program will be held in Mingo Lodge. Beginning in November, 

our programs will be held virtually for the winter months, through February 2023. Our 

meeting location will then be moving to Goodyear Heights Metro Park – West Room, 

beginning in March. 
 

 
 

 
 

ABC Birding Webinar: Can't-Miss Spots for Fall Migration 

(Follow-up) 
  

In case you couldn’t access the registration link for this webinar that was featured in the 

September 11th eNews or couldn’t attend, here is the link for the recording: Can’t-Miss 

Spots for Fall Migration | ABC Birding Webinar – YouTube. Listings of the various locations 

mentioned in the webinar can be found here: Recommended-Spots-for-Fall-Migration.pdf 

(abcbirds.org).  Resources and Q&As in the chat during the webinar can be found here: 

FallMigrationResourcesQA.pdf (abcbirds.org). 
 

   

 
 

Bird Walks 

 

Greater Akron Audubon Society Bird Walk: Fall Migrants  
Saturday, October 15, 2022 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

Cascade Valley Summit Metro Park – Valley View Area  
1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron, OH 44313 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILXxXXTycNo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILXxXXTycNo
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Recommended-Spots-for-Fall-Migration.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=emailblast&omhide=true&utm_campaign=fall-migration_wbnr_rec&ms=fall-migration_wbnr_rec&emci=1fa57c96-a23d-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&emdi=c6360ed3-853e-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&ceid=417996
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Recommended-Spots-for-Fall-Migration.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=emailblast&omhide=true&utm_campaign=fall-migration_wbnr_rec&ms=fall-migration_wbnr_rec&emci=1fa57c96-a23d-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&emdi=c6360ed3-853e-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&ceid=417996
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/FallMigrationResourcesQA.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=emailblast&omhide=true&utm_campaign=fall-migration_wbnr_rec&ms=fall-migration_wbnr_rec&emci=1fa57c96-a23d-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&emdi=c6360ed3-853e-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&ceid=417996


Birders have already reported 148 species of birds in this new Metropark opened to the 

public one year ago. The park features a large grassland, wetlands, forest and the 

Cuyahoga River.  The trails are mostly flat and easy to walk and length will be a little over 

one mile. For any questions about the walk, contact Ned DeLamatre at 

ndelamatre@gmail.com   
 

 
 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park 

Fall Migrants at the Beaver Marsh 

Saturday, October 15, 2022 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
Ira Trailhead, 3801 Riverview Rd, Peninsula, OH 44264 

  
Search for migrating birds in a beaver wetland. This 2-mile walk on the firm, flat Towpath 

Trail is wheelchair accessible. 
  

 
 

News You Can Use 

 

 
Birdability Week is being celebrated October 17 – 23, 2022. 

 
We believe that everyone should be able to enjoy the wonders of nature and birding and 

that we all have a role in making that possible. With that goal in mind, we welcome 

everybody and every body to experience safe, inclusive and welcoming birding spaces. 

More diverse people enjoying birds means a wider diversity of perspective and 

experiences that can be used to strengthen our ties to bird conservation. Birdability is a 

non-profit organization that works to ensure the birding community and the outdoors are 

welcoming, inclusive, safe and accessible for everyone. It places focus on people with 

mobility challenges, blindness or low vision, chronic illness, intellectual or developmental 

disabilities, mental illness, and those who are neurodivergent, deaf or hard of hearing or 

who have other health concerns. In addition to current birders, the group strives to 

introduce birding to people with disabilities and other health concerns who are not yet 

mailto:ndelamatre@gmail.com


birders so they too can experience the joys of birding. We can all help the cause by 

contributing to the Birdability Map, a crowd-sourced map of accessible birding locations, 

with details of the accessibility features of them. A quick look at this map shows that our 

area needs more contributions to the effort. Won’t you help put some birding locations in 

northeast Ohio on this map? 
 

 
 

For the Birds: The Birdsong Project 
 

By now, if you receive Audubon Magazine, you’ve probably heard of this five-volume 

undertaking that was conceived during the pandemic. Randall Poster, Grammy Award-

winning music producer and supervisor, enlisted over 200 leading music artists, actors, 

literary figures, and visual artists to celebrate the joy birds bring to our lives and elevate the 

message they have for us about the environmental threats we all face. For the Birds: The 
Birdsong Project consists of original music, artwork and poetry performances and is 

available for streaming on all digital platforms and as a limited-edition LP box set. It may be 

the largest charity compilation ever produced – evidence of birds’ extraordinary cultural 

power. All proceeds will benefit the National Audubon Society’s mission of protecting birds 

and the places they need. Other partners include the Brooklyn Botanic Garden and 

BirdLife International.  Volume I was released May 25th and since then, four more volumes 
have been released. The final volume (V) was released September 30th.  Read about what 

National Audubon’s CEO Elizabeth Gray and Randall Poster have to say from its earlier 

releases, Introducing The Birdsong Project: What the Birds Tell Us | Audubon, and listen to 

npr’s Bob Boilen in conversation with Randall Poster on All Things Considered about the 

undertaking: This episode is 'For The Birds' : All Songs Considered : NPR. 
 

 
One of the original works of art created for the Birdsong Project 

Amy Tan/Courtesy of The Birdsong Project 

https://www.birdability.org/contribute-to-the-birdability-map
https://www.audubon.org/news/introducing-birdsong-project-what-birds-tell-us
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/06/1121237661/this-episode-is-for-the-birds?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_term=nprnews&utm_campaign=npr&fbclid=IwAR0Ho6EWcxAbijiFIgLzEcv6AN0vs3hW6v_EL1ITq2ozAz0oJc5soVXGoCw


 
 

Wildlife Refuges and Parks Hit by Hurricane Ian 

 

 
Trees at J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge are mostly barren after Hurricane Ian hit. U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service photo 
 

A recent article in BirdWatching Daily issued updates on many of the Florida refuges and 
parks that were in the path of Hurricane Ian.  The “Ding” Darling refuge on Sanibel Island 

suffered extensive damage to its office, visitor center, permanent quarters and other 

buildings. The Fish and Wildlife Service started a formal damage assessment on Tuesday, 

October 4th. Status updates about Dry Tortugas National Park, Everglades National Park, 

Big Cypress National Preserve, Biscayne National Park, Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, 

and more than 40 Florida state parks that were affected by the storm can be accessed 

through this public newsletter:  Wildlife refuges and parks hit by Hurricane Ian - 

BirdWatching (birdwatchingdaily.com). 
 

 
 

Bird Watcher’s Digest is Back – As a Magazine! 
 

Many subscribers were saddened when Bird Watcher’s Digest closed its doors in 

December 2021. But in March 2022, Big Year LLC purchased it from receivership and re-

started the publication under new management with the July/August issue. BWD is the 

new publication that picks up where Bird Watcher’s Digest left off. It is called simply BWD 

and it has the same great content of the old magazine but with many  

https://www.birdwatchingdaily.com/news/birdwatching/wildlife-refuges-and-parks-hit-by-hurricane-ian/
https://www.birdwatchingdaily.com/news/birdwatching/wildlife-refuges-and-parks-hit-by-hurricane-ian/


 

improvements.  Publishers are Mike Sacopulos and Rich Luhr who believed that Bird 
Watcher’s Digest was too good to let fail. Mike is a long-time birder and attorney, and 

Rich is an experienced niche magazine publisher. The new format is a larger magazine-

size and has been re-branded as BWD; it is also published bimonthly and some of the 

former editorial and production staff remain: Jessica Vaughan, Dawn Hewitt, Julie 

Zickefoose and Bruce Wunderlich. Contributors include: Bryony Angell, Paul Baicich, Al 

Batt, Dr. David Bird, Pete Dunne, Katie Fallon, Mark Garland, Alvaro Jaramillo, Tom 

Johnson, David Lindo, Scott Weidensaul, Bruce Wunderlich, and Julie Zickefoose. The 

publication is now based in Terre Haute, Indiana and print subscribers can read the digital 

edition for free, as in the past. Prior subscriptions continue to be honored. If you had a 
subscription to the former Bird Watcher’s Digest, you should have received a copy of the 

new magazine. Subscribers can check on the status of their current subscription by going 

to Bird Watcher's Digest - Customer Portal (bwdmagazine.com) and entering the 

subscriber’s last name and zip code. Customer service can be reached at 1-812-645-4646 

or at customerservice@bwdmagazine.com. 
   

 
 

GAAS Fundraiser: Wild Bird Seed Sale November 5, 2022 

 

 
 

Our chapter’s annual fundraiser, the Wild Bird Seed Sale, is now underway. If you are a 

member of National Audubon who lives within our chapter’s geographic area, you most 

likely received an orange order form in the mail. If you’ve ordered seed in the past, you 

also may have received the order form that also shows our upcoming speakers through 

June 2023. If you didn’t receive a card, you can find an order form on our website:  Greater 

Akron Audubon Society annual wild bird seed sale.  Pre-paid orders should be received by 

Friday, October 28th and seed pick-up is from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

November 5th at Copley Feed, 1468 S. Cleveland-Massillon Rd. Please consider donating 

https://bwdmagazine.com/scripts/customers/
mailto:customerservice@bwdmagazine.com
https://www.akronaudubon.org/uploads/1/3/4/8/134895811/seed-sale-2022.pdf
https://www.akronaudubon.org/uploads/1/3/4/8/134895811/seed-sale-2022.pdf


a bag of Black Oil Sunflower seed to the UA Field Station at Bath Nature Preserve if you 

don’t feed the birds at your current residence (marked as such on the order form) and we’ll 

deliver it. We also appreciate volunteers who give of their time and talents to assist the 

chapter in its efforts to promote birding and conservation. 
   

 
 

Save the Date: Christmas Bird Count to be held Sunday, December 18, 
2022 

 
National Audubon will be running its 123rd year of community science with this year’s CBC. 

Make plans to participate in our chapter’s circle, centered in Cuyahoga Falls by joining a 

group in the field or at your home feeder if you live withing the bounds of the circle: CBC-

Territories - Greater Akron Audubon Society. More details to come in November. 
 

 
 

New Biography of Dr. Frank M. Chapman 

THE MAN WHO LOVED BIRDS: 
Pioneer Ornithologist Frank M. Chapman, 1864-1945 

 

https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-territories.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-territories.html


 

 
And speaking of the Christmas Bird Count, a new book, published in August 2022, is the 

first full-length biography of the man who proposed a new holiday tradition – a “Christmas 

Bird Census” on Christmas Day 1900, when people would count birds during the holidays 

rather than hunt them.  Jim Huffstodt, author, is a retired writer, press officer and educator 
for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC) who spent 25 years in the 

conservation field before retiring. His interest in Chapman began in 1998 when he wrote a 

profile for Florida Wildlife Magazine. The 400-page paperback is illustrated with vintage 

photos and features an extensive bibliography. The narrative highlights Chapman’s many 

contributions to ornithology and bird protection and was based on more than 20 years of 

research.  The first Christmas Bird Census (CBC) in 1900 attracted 27 participants in New 

England, California and Canada who counted a few thousand birds representing 90 

species; today upwards of 70,000 participants from the United States, Canada, Mexico and 

other locations count more than 4.5 million birds of 650 species. This was Chapman’s most 

visible achievement but it’s only part of the story. The paperback and the E-Book version 

(Bird Love Unlimited Publishers, August 2022) are currently available on 

amazon.books.com. A short inspirational video promoting the book can be viewed here: 

Video: Bird Man of the American Museum of Natural History Celebrated in New Biography 
- YouTube 

 

 
 

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org  If you’ve 

missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under 

the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events 

(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar, 

hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org) 

Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can 

be found by going to the GAAS Website (https://www.akronaudubon.org) Under 

the Participate tab, find Meetings and click on Meeting 
Archives  (https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html). If a meeting was 

recorded and is available for watching, there will be a <Recording> button that can be 

selected to link to the recording on YouTube. 
 

Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org  

Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon 

Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon 
 Copyright © 2022 Greater Akron Audubon Society, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website.  
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXA4GnsT5IM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXA4GnsT5IM
https://www.akronaudubon.org/
https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html
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