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Upcoming Programs and Events 

    

 
Carolina Wren, Photo: Bob Burns 

 

No December GAAS Program Meeting!  
  

January and February programs will be held as virtual presentations using Zoom, with pre-

registration required. Live programs will resume in March at Goodyear Heights Metro Park, 

West Room. Look for the next issue of For the Birds on Sunday, January 8, 2023! 

  
(Please consider helping with our chapter’s 83rd Christmas Bird Count on Sunday, 

December 18, 2022 as a feeder counter or in the field!)  
  

 



 

 

 
 

The Key to Building Great Communities: Listening for Understanding 

A Webinar Featuring Co-authors Lynn Peterson and Elizabeth Doerr 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 2:00 p.m. 

 

 
Lynn Peterson                                     Elizabeth Doerr 

 
When Lynn Peterson began working as a transportation engineer, she was taught to 

evaluate roadway projects based only on metrics related to driver safety, allowable speed 

for the highest number of cars, project schedule, and budget. Involving the community and 

collaborating with peers were never part of the discussion. Today, Peterson is a 

recognized leader in transportation planning and engineering, known for her approach that 

is rooted in racial equity, guided by a process of community engagement, and includes 

collaboration with other professionals. In Roadways for People, Lynn Peterson draws 

from her personal experience and interviews with leaders in the field to showcase new 

possibilities within transportation engineering and planning. Join Island Press co-authors 

Peterson and Doerr and Eno (a non-partisan think-tank that shapes public debate on 

critical multimodal transportation issues and builds an innovative network of transportation 

professionals) representative Robert Puentes as they dive into how to pave the way toward 

a more inclusive transportation scene. Register for the webinar here: Webinar: The Key to 

Building Great Communities: Listening for Understanding – The Eno Center for 

Transportation (enotrans.org) 

https://www.enotrans.org/event/webinar-the-key-to-building-great-communities-listening-for-understanding/
https://www.enotrans.org/event/webinar-the-key-to-building-great-communities-listening-for-understanding/
https://www.enotrans.org/event/webinar-the-key-to-building-great-communities-listening-for-understanding/


 

   

 
 

 

2023 Northeast Ohio Pollinator Society Winter Symposium to Begin 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
This five-part virtual series kicks off its fourth annual series with Danae Wolfe presenting 

“Homegrown Conservation: Stewarding Our Landscapes for Pollinators and Other 

Wildlife.” To see more about the series and the speaker line-up and to pre-register, please 

see Northeast Ohio Pollinator Society (osu.edu) 
 

 
 

Bird Walks 

 

Self-Guided Winter Raptor Hike 

Tuesday, December 13 – 20, 2022 

Cascade Valley Metro Park, Valley View Area 
1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron, OH 44313 

 
Visit the Celebration Trail during this week for a self-guided trail featuring the raptors of 

Ohio’s winter. 
   

 
 

Christmas Bird Count Hike 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.    
F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm Visitors Center 

 1828 Smith Road, Akron, OH  44313 

 
Join a naturalist and a representative from the Greater Akron Audubon Society to search 

for birds and contribute to this longstanding and important citizen science project.

 

https://u.osu.edu/neops2020/


 

Winter Bird Hike 

Friday, December 23, 2022 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
          Cascade Valley Metro Park, Valley View Area 

1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron, OH 44313 

 
Bring binoculars and a field guide and join a naturalist to search for year-round resident 

birds and maybe some fresh winter visitors. 
   

 
 

New Year’s Eve Bird Walk 

Saturday, December 31, 2022 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  
Bike & Hike Trail at State Route 91 Lot, Brust Park 

130 N. Main St., Munroe Falls, OH 44262 

 
End 2022 on an avian note with a Summit Metro Parks naturalist searching the banks of 

the Cuyahoga River for resident and migratory birds such as Red-breasted Nuthatches, 

Golden-crowned Kinglets and some floating waterfowl. Binoculars and a field guide are 

recommended. 
   

 
 

News You Can Use 

 
In case you missed these online events, here are links to the recordings: 

  

Kathy L. Mock’s GAAS program on November 22, 2022: The Magic of Merlins, can be 

found here with the sound recordings that weren’t heard during the live Zoom program [We 

regret the technical error]: Meeting Archives - Greater Akron Audubon Society 

  

BirdNote’s webinar featuring Christian Cooper and Nick Bayard’s discussion about the 

power of individual actions on December 1, 2022 was especially inspiring:  The Power of 

Individual Action: A Conversation with Christian Cooper | BirdNote 
 

   

 

https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html
https://www.birdnote.org/explore/field-notes/2022/12/power-individual-action-conversation-christian-cooper
https://www.birdnote.org/explore/field-notes/2022/12/power-individual-action-conversation-christian-cooper


 

 

Our chapter’s 83rd Christmas Bird Count is next Sunday!  
If you haven’t already made plans to participate in National Audubon’s 123rd CBC, either as 

a feeder counter (if you live within the bounds of our circle—7.5 miles from downtown 

Cuyahoga Falls) or as a field counter in one of the 19 established territories, please read 

on. 

’Tis the season for the Greater Akron Audubon Christmas Feeder Bird Count which will be 

conducted on Sunday, December 18th, 2022. Counting the birds at your feeders will 

require only as much time as you want to spend observing your feeders.  You can spend a 

few minutes observing feeders at different times during the day or spend one extended 

period of time. Be sure to calculate your total time for the day spent counting birds. We 

urge everyone who is interested in participating to check to make sure they live inside our 

circle of responsibility on our website: https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-

territories.html.  The birds observed at your feeders are important to our annual bird count 

totals. The Feeder Count Form is available at the following link on the Greater Akron 

Audubon Society website: https://www.akronaudubon.org/uploads/1/3/4/8/134895811/cbc-

feederchecklist2022.pdf 

Please return the completed forms to Paul Moser within 10 days as an email attachment to 

pmoser16590@yahoo.com or via U.S Mail at 3253 Fox Run Drive Richfield Ohio 44286. If 

you have any questions regarding the Feeder Count, please contact Paul Moser. We thank 

you for your participation in our yearly Christmas Bird Feeder Count-Your participation is 

greatly appreciated. 
   

For field participants: 

Our CBC circle is divided into 19 area or sectors (CBC-Territories - Greater Akron 

Audubon Society), with one leader per sector who tallies all the birds counted by the 

various groups that help count in each sector. Sector leaders are responsible for 

submitting not only the bird counts, but also the other information on the data sheets that 

are required by National (participant names and contact info, time in field, field conditions, 

miles traveled, starting and ending times, etc.).  Some sectors have only one person 

counting, while others have as many as 25 to 30 people helping out. Many sector leaders 

and field counters have been participating in this effort for decades and it is because of a 

concern for successional planning that we need to bring on fresh faces to help learn the 

details of respective sectors so that new leaders can take over when the time comes. 

If you’re new to the CBC or would like to help but have not been in touch yet, please reach 

out by email to info@akronaudubon.org with your contact info, level of birding experience 

and any preference of sector areas so that our compiler, Dan Toth, can find a suitable 

leader and sector assignment for you. We never know what the weather will be or what 

https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-territories.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-territories.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/uploads/1/3/4/8/134895811/cbc-feederchecklist2022.pdf
https://www.akronaudubon.org/uploads/1/3/4/8/134895811/cbc-feederchecklist2022.pdf
mailto:pmoser16590@yahoo.com
https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-territories.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-territories.html
mailto:info@akronaudubon.org


birds may or may not show up on the day of the count. But you can take pride in the fact 

that you’re contributing to one of the longest-running citizen science initiatives in the 

western hemisphere! 

We welcome photographs and/or field recordings in the case of ID questions for validation 

by regional compilers and to preserve memories of birding camaraderie. Be safe, dress for 

the weather, and have fun! 

Results of our circle’s count will be made available on the GAAS website and in this eNews 

after they’re accepted and confirmed by the regional compiler. 

 

 
 

 

 
Great Egret Photo: Peter Brannon/Audubon Photography Awards 

 

Audubon Action Alert! 

Before 2022 Ends: Tell Congress to Invest in Bird Conservation 

  
As the climate crisis continues to impact wildlife and communities nationwide, Congress 

must seize this opportunity to address the multiple, ongoing challenges we are facing—

extended drought and wildfire in the West, billion-dollar storm events ravaging coastal 

communities, the toxic spread of invasive species, and negative impacts to human health 

related to systemic underinvestment. 

 

We rely on agencies like the Department of the Interior, the Environmental Protection 

Agency, and the U.S Army Corps of Engineers to support environmental justice and 

https://act.audubon.org/a/appropriations-2022?contactdata=YpTiPH1XnPEFufKLMlsscBNxELZ3f0CqyevQyh4b9%2bulsGcJ3BoMrCeRrp8vU7977FrTGNI56%2btn3n8ArCTbREUknyQsY7kB5zvhVmeJ85hoQ%2bMZ3UxkPDheTohcAAgK5EE%2b%2bKN1jwTuYqhAgtjFp5kvBVQxP41D%2fmLsuLjgxTIB9RPoK9NPvIcMc8CIIa2X&ms=policy-adv-email-ea-x-advocacy_20221205_(dc)_20221205-fy23_appropriations_spending_bill&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advocacy_20221205_(dc)_20221205-fy23_appropriations_spending_bill&emci=1e69cf91-ab74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&emdi=baa7b7b7-cb74-ed11-819c-000d3a9eb474&ceid=5393329


protect our public lands, air, water, coasts, climate, and communities. Without passing a 

spending bill, these agencies are limited by current funding and budgets, which are 

inadequate to address ongoing conservation needs. 

  

If Congress doesn’t pass a new appropriations bill by the end of the year, funding will be at 

a stand-still for programs that protect our air, water, coasts, and communities, putting birds 

and people at risk. 

Act now: Tell your Members of Congress to support conservation agencies and 
programs that help protect birds. Current federal funding expires December 16, 

2022.  
 

   

 
 

 

 
 

Volunteer for Climate Watch: It’s All About the Birds! 
A new community science program with National Audubon explores how 

North American birds are responding to climate change. Help build a 
better world for birds by joining Climate Watch to test and improve 

climate models. 
  

National Audubon Society’s Climate Watch is an important resource for tracking changes 

in bird populations as the climate, and habitats, change. Birders, new and seasoned, are 

needed to monitor bird species twice each year, once in winter and once in summer so that 

species predictions modelled across North America can be refined as the climate changes. 

The resulting data will be used to refine existing models so that National Audubon 

advocates can track how our birds are responding locally and present the findings to make 

conservation cases with legislators. Western Cuyahoga Audubon Society (WCAS) Climate 

Watch Coordinator Mary Anne Romito recently presented a program to that chapter’s 

https://act.audubon.org/a/appropriations-2022?contactdata=%7b%7bContactData%7d%7d&ms=policy-adv-email-ea-x-advocacy_20221205_(dc)_20221205-fy23_appropriations_spending_bill&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advocacy_20221205_(dc)_20221205-fy23_appropriations_spending_bill
https://act.audubon.org/a/appropriations-2022?contactdata=%7b%7bContactData%7d%7d&ms=policy-adv-email-ea-x-advocacy_20221205_(dc)_20221205-fy23_appropriations_spending_bill&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advocacy_20221205_(dc)_20221205-fy23_appropriations_spending_bill


members introducing the collaborative effort that extends to the southern border of Summit 

County. WCAS has selected Saturday, January 21, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. until noon as 

the winter 2023 survey period in which groups of 1 – 3 birders will select a square (10 km x 

10 km), choose 12 survey locations within the square – based on knowledge of the area, 

and conduct 5-minute stationary point counts at each location. Five chosen target species 

include easily identifiable Eastern Bluebird, White-breasted Nuthatch, Red-breasted 

Nuthatch, American Goldfinch and Eastern Towhee, with focus on the White-breasted 

Nuthatch and American Goldfinch. Learn more about Climate Watch and the few easy 

steps to take to participate by watching a recording of the WCAS program presented by 

Mary Anne beginning at 18:25 on the video: WCAS Member Meeting and Speaker 

November 2022: Volunteer for Climate Watch: It’s All About Birds! - YouTube. Let’s help 

Mary Anne cover the subject area within Greater Akron Audubon’s chapter area! After 

viewing the video, start by reaching out to her at maryanneromito@wcaudubon.org or 216-

990-2632 to select a square. 
 

   

 
 

 

Opportunity: 2023 Research Internships 

Center for Ohio River Research & Education 

Thomas More University Biology Field Station 

 
The Center for Ohio River Research & Education (CORRE) at the Thomas More University 

Biology Field Station is offering 8 paid research internships for undergraduate students. 

These internships are in the fields of aquatic biology, ecology, environmental science and 

field biology. Projects involve animal husbandry, bioassessments/biomonitoring, fisheries, 

harmful algal bloom monitoring and toxicology, among others. Internships begin on June 

4th and finish August 4th, 2023. Internships include a $3000 stipend and free on-site 

housing. Students are responsible for food & travel. Applications are due by Friday, 

February 3, 2023 For more information and an application, 

see  https://www.thomasmore.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023-Internship-Application-

Thomas-More-Field-Station.pdf 
 

   

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odMMa6GGAOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odMMa6GGAOo
mailto:maryanneromito@wcaudubon.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fakronaudubon.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b1df48f6cf4395e9c11da8b1%26id%3D74c4789899%26e%3D0f2a71683e&data=05%7C01%7Cpelz%40uakron.edu%7Cfff94c61c3a040ce4d5108dadb64c35f%7Ce8575dedd7f94ecea4aa0b32991aeedd%7C0%7C0%7C638063523705485227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sTS6Vso%2FjTXgw0wTqDwZr6HysIbv9W4CELBfHqzzATU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.thomasmore.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023-Internship-Application-Thomas-More-Field-Station.pdf
https://www.thomasmore.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023-Internship-Application-Thomas-More-Field-Station.pdf


GAAS Represented at The Nightlight During Recent Showings of All That 
Breathes 

 

 
GAAS Display Table at The Nightlight Photo: Joyce Pelz 

 
Our chapter had a presence at The Nightlight theater in downtown Akron during the recent 

run of All That Breathes. In addition to brochures and business cards promoting Greater 

Akron Audubon, a handout promoting various ways we all can help birds in our home  

 

spaces was available for the taking. And at the request of the theatre’s Jenn Kidd, 

Wolfgang Pelz gave an introduction to GAAS and the bird conservation efforts we engage 

in prior to the Sunday matinee showing. In fact, Executive Director Kidd at first didn’t 

realize that National Audubon had a chapter in the Akron area! We have more work to do 

to increase awareness of birds and their conservation needs! Please help by becoming 

more involved with our efforts. 
 

 
 



 
As a MoSI partner through the Council of Ohio Audubon Chapters our chapter helps 

support two Nicaraguan research stations at the overwintering grounds of some of our 

migratory species. “IBP enables science-based conservation of species and habitats by 

studying the abundance, demography, and ecology of birds and other wildlife.” IBP 

recently released its Annual Report and it reveals the breadth and scope of their various 

work in both the U.S. and in Latin America. Have a look for yourself: 

IBP2022AnnualReport.pdf (birdpop.org) 
 

 
 

Worthwhile Reads! 

 
 

Sweet in Tooth and Claw: Stories of Generosity and Cooperation in the Natural 
World was published in September 2022 by Scribe UK as a paperback. Written by former 

Clevelander Kristin Ohlson, who shadowed scientists and students to document their major 

efforts to save life on this planet from the western U.S. to Mexico, the book sends a 

hopeful message that nature can endure, if only humans will both help it and get out of its 

way. 

https://birdpop.org/docs/misc/IBP2022AnnualReport.pdf


 
 

An Immense World: How Animal Senses Reveal the Hidden Realms around Us, by 

Pulitzer Prize–winning science journalist Ed Yong, was published by Penguin Random 

House in June 2022 as a hardcover and has been called one of the ten best non-fiction 

books of 2022. It will leave you fascinated – reciting random fauna sensory facts and 

devices from bugs to turtles to songbirds to humans and asking others, “Did you know….?” 

See more about Ed Yong and this book here: An Immense World by Ed Yong: 

9780593133231 | PenguinRandomHouse.com: Books 
 

 
   

 
From time to time, The Cornell Lab’s Bird Academy issues a free resource. In November, 

they announced a free resource on sparrows. Find their downloadable guide to sparrows 

here: sparrow cheatsheet all-1.pdf (hubspotusercontent20.net).  
    

 
 

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org  If you’ve 

missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under 

the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events 

(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar, 
hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org) 

 

Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can 

be found by going to the GAAS Website Meeting Archives page: Meeting Archives - 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/616914/an-immense-world-by-ed-yong/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/616914/an-immense-world-by-ed-yong/
https://f.hubspotusercontent20.net/hubfs/95627/sparrow%20cheatsheet%20all-1.pdf?utm_campaign=bird%20academy%20general&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=232559459&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--5qYHyaWhq4hiAYR5Gnm1Gmi6aYeK6ftqaEqV5xJmzU60-XqJTcCzcKrpJbcl4hojdTxRZkmmKx-nv_thgtH3sFRqUCg&utm_content=232559459&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.akronaudubon.org/
https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html


 

Greater Akron Audubon Society If a meeting was recorded and is available for watching, 

there will be a <Recording> button that can be selected to link to the recording on 

YouTube. 

Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org  
Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon 

Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon 
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