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Upcoming Programs and Events

GREATER AKRON AUDUBON

Christmas Bird Count

Want to participate? Send an e-mail to
info@akronaudubon.org. You can also call 330-645-0953.

The 2024 count will be on December 15.​ You can count in the field or, if you
live in the circle, you can do the feeder count.

Many of the previous counters started as novice birders who worked with
more accomplished birders during the count. Having an extra set of eyes to
find birds helps make the count more accurate. In addition, the novice can

learn how to recognize birds by sight, sound, and environment.
Want to see a map of the circle? Click below.

https://www.akronaudubon.org/cbc-territories.html
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Join BSBO for a gull identification workshop led by Amar
Ayyash, the author of The Gull Guide!

Date: Saturday, December 21, 2024

Meeting Location: Maumee Bay Lodge and Conference Center, Starboard
Navigator Room

Time: 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Workshop, book sales, and book signing
1:30-3:30 p.m. Winter birding field trip Maumee Bay SP and surrounding

areas
Cost: BSBO members $55, non-members $75, students $35

Registration: Required

https://www.bsbo.org/gull-id.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.bsbo.org/gull-id.html


Seeking Volunteers to Serve on the Board

The Greater Akron Audubon Society is seeking enthusiastic and dedicated
volunteers to join our board of directors. If you are passionate about

conservation, education, and promoting the appreciation of birds and their
habitats, this is a wonderful opportunity to make a meaningful impact in our

community. Board members play a crucial role in guiding our mission,
planning engaging programs, and fostering partnerships that further our

goals. We welcome individuals with diverse backgrounds and experiences,
whether you’re a seasoned conservationist or a newcomer eager to learn.

Joining the board is not just a chance to give back; it’s also an opportunity to
connect with like-minded individuals and contribute to a cause that benefits

both wildlife and our local environment. We are particularly looking for
members who can bring fresh ideas, innovative strategies, and a passion for

advocacy. If you’re interested in being part of an organization that inspires
others to appreciate and protect nature, we invite you to reach out and learn

more about how you can get involved. Together, we can create a brighter
future for birds and their habitats in the Greater Akron area.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Lake Erie Pelagics aboard The Holiday with Black Swap Bird
Observatory

Saturday December 22, 2024

& Wednesday, January 1, 2025

An idea born from the great mind of Mr. Bob Faber, BSBO's Lake
Erie Pelagics have become legendary! BSBO's pelagics are

relaxed and easy-going. In the more than 10 years that we've been
running these trips, not one person has been seasick! We take our
time, avoid the rough water, and we always see something good!

The success of our trips has spawned other Lake Erie pelagic trips,
offering many birders these special opportunities, and reminding us

all that Lake Erie is a precious resource that provides important
habitat for birds in all seasons. #ProtectOurLake

Departure i from the Cleveland Flats (the old Jim 's Steakhouse
location) at 1800 Scranton Road (click here for a Google Map). We
will be guests on the 60-foot, steel-hulled charter boat The Holiday,

with a very experienced crew. She will be sailing from the upper
flats of the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland onto Lake Erie. The

Captain and crew of The Holiday are seasoned veterans of Lake
Erie, and they've come to love these pelagic trips as much as we

do! The hot lunch provided is super tasty, and the ship is very
comfortable.

All trip departures and itineraries are determined on the day of the
trip, based on the weather and lake conditions, by the boat captain.

We make every effort to ensure that everyone has a great
experience. If the lake conditions do not allow for open water
cruising, we will be birding the waters behind the Cleveland

breakwater. While we always hope to get out on to the big lake, we
can have excellent birding within the breakwater. Keep in mind that

if the lake is too rough for the boat, birds will likely be looking for
calm water as well.

If you are interested register here: https://www.bsbo.org/lake-erie-
pelagics.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1800+Scranton+Rd,+Cleveland,+OH+44113/@41.4942094,-81.6952982,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830f0791f87ab5f:0x7e603766ba0feda1!8m2!3d41.4942094!4d-81.6931095
https://www.bsbo.org/lake-erie-pelagics.html
https://www.bsbo.org/lake-erie-pelagics.html


Birds at Home: What an Owl Knows with Jennifer Ackerman

Tuesday, Dec 10th  at 7 pm

For millennia, owls have captivated and intrigued us. Our fascination with these
mysterious birds was first documented more than 30,000 years ago in the Chauvet Cave

paintings in southern France. With their forward gaze and quiet flight, owls are often a
symbol of wisdom, knowledge, and foresight. But what does an owl really know? And what
do we really know about owls? Scientists have only recently begun to understand in deep

detail the complex nature of these extraordinary birds. Some 260 species of owls exist
today, and they reside on every continent except Antarctica, but they are far more difficult

to find and study than other birds because they are cryptic, camouflaged, and mostly
active in the dark of night. Join Jennifer in a multimedia presentation on what we have
learned lately about the nature of the world’s most enigmatic birds. With remarkable
photos, videos, and audio recordings, Jennifer explores the rich biology and natural

history of owls and examines remarkable new scientific discoveries about their brains and
behavior.

Register here for this Event: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q1X7-
DoXTMmH0lPV...

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Walks

Adventure Kids: Snow Birds (ages 6-9)

Saurday, January 11, 1 - 2 p.m.

Do you wonder how your feathered friends prepare for the winter? Come explore and
learn how birds adapt to survive the winter season! Enjoy a story, complete a craft, and

take a short hike. Be prepared to go outside.

Sippo Lake Park-North, 5712 12th St. NW, Canton OH 44708

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q1X7-DoXTMmH0lPV6lYEpw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q1X7-DoXTMmH0lPV6lYEpw#/registration


Backyard Habitat: Winter Sowing 

Thursday, January 16th, 6 p.m

Join Wild Ones of Greater Cleveland for this informative workshop on winter sowing.
Winter sowing is an outdoor seed-starting technique that requires just two things:

miniature greenhouses and Mother Nature! It is one of the most cost-effective ways to add
native plants to your landscape. All supplies will be provided for participants to create a

mini greenhouse of native plants to take home. This program is part of the Backyard
Habitat Series, for more information visit www.starkparks.com/backyard.

Sippo Lake Park-North, 5712 12th St. NW, Canton OH 44708

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Law

Saturday, December 14 @ 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Firestone Metro Park - Coventry Oaks, 40 Axline Ave., Akron 44319

You may have heard of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, but what does it mean? What efforts
for bird conservation are happening today? Attend this presentation and find out!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://starkparks.com/backyard/


Winter Bird Stroll

Friday, December 20 @ 9:00 – 11:00 am

Cascade Valley/Valley View Area

1134 Cuyahoga St., Akron OH 44313

Join a naturalist for a winter stroll to see the many species of both resident and migrating
birds that settle down in our fields and forests this season. Binoculars will be available on

a first come, first-served basis.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lyceum Lecture: "Recreation as a Human Right: Camp Mueller"

Thursday, January 30, 2025 

7:00-8:00pm (Doors open @ 6:30pm)

Happy Days Lodge: 500 West Streetsboro Street, Peninsula, OH 44264

Join Dr. Rasul A. Mowatt for a discussion on Camp Mueller, one of the first African
American outdoor focused camps in the nation, located in Cuyahoga Valley National Park

(CVNP).

Dr. Mowatt, as co-principal investigator, led a study that examined historical records
around Camp Mueller. The study addressed the need for further interpretation of African



American history in and near CVNP.

The study’s findings acknowledge that preserving Camp Mueller’s history is intertwined
with the broader socio-political history of Cleveland, which includes nuanced intersections

of race and class. REGISTRATION AND FEE https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-
details.htm?id=250D61F4-A8C7-59B8-9B5447342AC67723

Conservancy members: $10; General admission: $15; 

Live stream participation: Free-registration required

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Winter Solstice Hike

Field Trip

Friday, December 20, 2024 @ 7:00 - 9:00 pm

Have you ever taken a night walk in the winter field and forest? The winter woods are
quiet and peaceful if the weather is calm. It will restore and reset your inner peace. We will
be celebrating one of the longest nights of the year with this winter night hike. Let us hope

that the stars and moon will shine brightly through the cool clear atmosphere and know
that we have a chance at hearing an owl or a coyote singing to the moon. Meet at the
Novak Sanctuary parking lot on the east side of Townline Road a little less than a mile

north of State Route 82 in Aurora.

382 Townline Road, Mantua OH 44202

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?id=250D61F4-A8C7-59B8-9B5447342AC67723
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?id=250D61F4-A8C7-59B8-9B5447342AC67723


News from COAC- Council of Ohio Audubon Chapters

Bird House Plans

While attracting all those birds, you might need plans for a birdhouse

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XjV7zRvLayCK0nDgwy6BGQTRng5lP2Hn/view

Bluebird Box Plans

While attracting all those birds, you might need plans for a Bluebird nest box.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OYMG-TR9kRoKt__7RQtCyD4Dckx9eO8C/view

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News You Can Use

Preserve the Valley  & Gateway Communiy

In 2021 members of Preserve the Valley discovered a national movement known as
Gateway Communities to National Parks. At the time, PTV was working on preserving 45
acres of woods known as Theiss Woods that sits above the Valley, National Park and the
Cuyahoga River. It seemed foolish to allow the City of Akron to sell the publically owned

land to private developers. The infrastructure costs along with the real possibility of
increased environmental degradation in an area that is seeing increased flooding didn’t

make sense nor did the 15-year property tax abatement given to homeowners of
$400,000+ homes in an area that didn’t need to incentivize to cause more sprawl.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XjV7zRvLayCK0nDgwy6BGQTRng5lP2Hn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OYMG-TR9kRoKt__7RQtCyD4Dckx9eO8C/view


We brought the concept of Gateway Community to the cities of Akron and Cuyahoga Falls
with the hope of more thoughtful redevelopment and recognition of preserving our natural
resources. A tenet of Gateway is first do no harm. Lots happened, some good, some bad,

& some wait and see.

Fast-forward to NOW and interested community members are meeting as the
PARTNERSHIP FOR MERRIMAN VALLEY, a community-led initiative driving investment

in the CVNP’s Gateway Neighborhood.

Partnership for Merriman Valley is a community-led initiative to attract and deploy public,
private, and philanthropic capital to the Merriman Valley-Schumacher Neighborhood to

achieve the ecological and economic promise of the 2022 master plan and solidifying the
neighborhood as the true gateway to Ohio’s national park.

Public meetings which will be coming early next year need more voices. More background
information is at Gateway https://www.preservethevalley.com/gateway-community/

Please follow PTV by first visiting the website at preservethevalley.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Minnesota's Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge is a rest stop for
migrating cranes

Each year tens of thousands of sandhill cranes stop at a Minnesota wildlife refuge for an
extended layover as part of their migration south. These birds are long-legged, loud —

and methodical.

https://www.npr.org/2024/11/25/nx-s1-5199818/minnesotas-sher....

https://www.preservethevalley.com/gateway-community/
https://www.preservethevalley.com/
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/25/nx-s1-5199818/minnesotas-sherburne-national-wildlife-refuge-is-a-rest-stop-for-migrating-cranes


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A newly-discovered fossil could help solve a longtime mystery

Birds descended from the dinosaurs, but researchers have known relatively little about
how the bird's brain took shape. An 80 million-year-old bird fossil that sheds light on that

mystery.

https://www.npr.org/2024/11/13/nx-s1-5188389/a-newly-discove...

After fighting phragmites, scientists try to bring native plants back to
wetlands

Wetlands managers have spent years using fire and chemicals to fight phragmites, an
invasive reed that chokes everything else out. But coaxing native plants to move back in is

difficult.

https://www.npr.org/2024/11/11/nx-s1-5109010/after-fighting-...

https://www.npr.org/2024/11/13/nx-s1-5188389/a-newly-discovered-fossil-could-help-solve-a-longtime-mystery
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/11/nx-s1-5109010/after-fighting-phragmites-scientists-try-to-bring-native-plants-back-to-wetlands


The Night Owls

For over ten years, biologist Mark Higley has been stalking the forests of the Hoopa Valley
Reservation with a shotgun. His mission? To save the northern spotted owl. The threat?
The more aggressive barred owl, which has spread from eastern forests into the Pacific

Northwest.

The federal government plans to scale up these efforts and kill hundreds of thousands of
barred owls across multiple states. But can the plan really save the northern spotted owl?

And is the barred owl really “invasive”… or just expanding its range?

In this episode, Nate Hegyi dons a headlamp and heads into the forest with Mark Higley to
catch a glimpse of these two rivals, and find out what it takes to kill these charismatic

raptors, night after night, in the name of conservation.

https://one.npr.org/?sharedMediaId=1261935731:1261935733

The 10 year-old birdcaller who can trick birds with his calls

NPR's Scott Detrow speaks with Samuel Henderson, a 10 year-old who can imitate a
number of bird calls with surprising accuracy.

https://www.npr.org/2024/11/03/nx-s1-5154969/the-10-year-old...

At the U.N.'s global biodiversity convention, nations pledge to reverse
deforestation

https://one.npr.org/?sharedMediaId=1261935731:1261935733
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/03/nx-s1-5154969/the-10-year-old-birdcaller-who-can-trick-birds-with-his-calls
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A recent biodiversity meeting acknowledged the serious problem of deforestation while a
new report on global environmental threats to trees offered a startling estimate.

https://www.npr.org/2024/11/03/nx-s1-5172516/at-the-u-n-s-gl...

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org If you’ve
missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under
the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events
(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar,

hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org)

Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can
be found by going to the GAAS website Meeting Archives page: Meeting Archives -

Greater Akron Audubon Society If a virtual meeting was recorded and is available for
watching, there will be a <recording> button that can be selected to link to the recording

on YouTube.

Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org

Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon

Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon

Greater Akron Audubon Society

mailto:info@akronaudubon.org
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https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html
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