
Vol. 2 # 13 
3-20-2022 
 

 

Welcome Spring! 
 

 
 

Upcoming Programs and Events 
 

     

 

GAAS March Program (Live) 
Tuesday, March 22, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

Bill Whitlock from Wyoga Lake Conservation Association 

Shady Hollow Lodge in Sand Run Metro Park 

1750 Sand Run Parkway, Akron, OH 44313 
(Note location & see note below) 

 

The Wyoga Lake Conservation Association is a 501(c)3 organization that was revitalized in 2015 and is 
responsible for the 60 acres of forest that are adjacent to the park and the neighborhood in Stow, Ohio. 
The Association has applied for and received USDA EQIP grants to create a butterfly garden, pollinator 



garden, forester reports and to preserve the forest. Bill Whitlock, past President of the Association, will 
provide some history as well as some more recent activities of the group. Please Note: Do not rely on your 
GPS to direct you to this location. Shady Hollow Lodge is most reliably approached from the east via the 

intersection of N. Portage Path and Sand Run Parkway. 

 

 
 

Tuesday, March 22, 2022 at 1:00 p.m.  
(Webinar series) 

  
Nature vs. Nurture: Parental Care Does Not Mitigate Consequences of Poor 

Environmental Conditions in Eastern Bluebirds 
Madeline Sudnick, Graduate student researcher, University of Arkansas 

will discuss her research in southeastern Ohio assessing environmental and parental care factors that 
influence offspring development in Eastern Bluebirds. Webinar Registration - Zoom 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, March 24, 2022 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. (Virtual) 
Bird Collisions 101: Making Your Home and Community Safer for Birds 

White-throated Sparrow. Hermit Thrush. Black-and-white Warbler. These beloved birds are among the top 
bird species most at risk from window collisions. If you've ever heard a thud coming from your window, it is 

possible one of these birds might have collided with it and flown away injured. 
  

Every year up to 1 billion birds die as a result of collisions with glass in the U.S. There is a lot we can do 
individually and collectively to help birds, especially during the seasons of migration when collision rates 

are even higher. 
 

Three glass collision experts from American Bird Conservancy’s Glass Collisions Program will provide 
practical advice and demonstrations on preventing crashes at home, as well as tips to advocate for safer, 

bird-friendly policies in your community. 
If you can’t make it, you can still RSVP to get the recording sent directly to you after the event: 

Bird Collisions 101: Making Your Home and Community Safer for Birds (abcbirds.org)  

 

https://osu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g0RxH4CjQ-O5o8XvSH4IAg
https://act.abcbirds.org/a/webinar-collisions-101?utm_medium=email&utm_source=emailblast&omhide=true&utm_campaign=webinar_collisions-101_email-invite&contactdata=uc30tm7IK+ZhRomr2Hj5RF1pGJE7yzCnRWvYgNtWrI3OR4JOiHSzP7WDu13z5tu+YB48fyIae3ASxHAZl39zt9ih1oHb%2f%2f2MS1Aloc2j%2f6f11ID+rEzZPKwM7rqfYqAV&ms=webinar_collisions-101_email-invite&emci=67b6c72c-029f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&emdi=4ccfdff8-eb9f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&ceid=417996
https://act.abcbirds.org/a/webinar-collisions-101?utm_medium=email&utm_source=emailblast&omhide=true&utm_campaign=webinar_collisions-101_email-invite&contactdata=uc30tm7IK+ZhRomr2Hj5RF1pGJE7yzCnRWvYgNtWrI3OR4JOiHSzP7WDu13z5tu+YB48fyIae3ASxHAZl39zt9ih1oHb%2f%2f2MS1Aloc2j%2f6f11ID+rEzZPKwM7rqfYqAV&ms=webinar_collisions-101_email-invite&emci=67b6c72c-029f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&emdi=4ccfdff8-eb9f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&ceid=417996


 

Saturday, March 26, 2022 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
The Crown Jewel of Birding: History of the Magee Marsh Boardwalk (Virtual), 

Presented by Black Swamp Bird Observatory’s Research Director Mark Shieldcastle  

 
 

Free for BSBO Members; $5 for nonmembers. To register, The Crown Jewel of Birding: History of the 
Magee Marsh Boardwalk Tickets, Sat, Mar 26, 2022 at 7:00 PM | Eventbrite 

 

 

 

 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy is pleased to introduce a new virtual series, Conservation 

Conversation. The goal of the program is to build awareness on topics that affect our environment and the 
communities in which we live, allowing us to be better stewards in protecting and preserving our natural 

resources. Join Harvey Webster, retired Chief Wildlife Officer and Emeritus Ambassador from the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History, for our first program in this series, Conservation Conversation: 

Lights Out Cleveland. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-crown-jewel-of-birding-history-of-the-magee-marsh-boardwalk-tickets-244649793117
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-crown-jewel-of-birding-history-of-the-magee-marsh-boardwalk-tickets-244649793117


 
Lights Out Cleveland is an initiative to turn off building lights during spring and fall bird migration. 

Collisions with manmade structures account for more than half a billion bird deaths in the USA each year. 
In Cleveland, many of these birds end up in the ornithological collection of the Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History, while a large number are rehabilitated and released due to the efforts of a mighty group of 
early morning volunteers. Learn why it’s vital to turn off these lights, the grave impacts to our avian friends 

and what you can do to help. Registration link: 
Conservation Conversation: Lights Out Cleveland – Western Reserve Land Conservancy 

(wrlandconservancy.org) 
 

 
 

The following live programs and bird walks are grouped according to bird subject matter and therefore are 
not in chronological order. Please see the Programs & Events Calendar | Summit Metro Parks for 

additional upcoming bird-related programs that are not listed here. 
 

 
 

Self-Guided: Birds of Summit Lake: March 23 – April 3, 2022   
Summit Lake Nature Center: 411 Ira Ave., Akron, OH  44301 

Enjoy waterfowl and other migrating birds at your own pace on this self-guided tour. Note: The nature 
center is closed most Mondays and Tuesdays and building hours are Wednesday – Saturday: 10:00 – 5:00 

p.m. and Sunday: 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. Access to the building is not necessary to follow the signage. 
 

Woodcock Walk and Owl Prowl: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Wood Hollow Metro Park: 2121 Barlow Rd., Hudson, OH  44236  

A short presentation at the shelter will begin the evening, followed by a walk to the field, where participants 
can (hopefully) witness the woodcock’s courtship flights over the field. And then hike to search for owls. 

Patience and silence are necessary. Bring a flashlight if you wish.   
                          

Turkey Vultures Return: Saturday, March 26, 2022 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
Liberty Park Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd, Twinsburg, OH 44087 

The sight of turkey vultures overhead becomes commonplace as spring arrives. Join a naturalist to learn 
about their adaptations and the important role they play in our ecosystem and then head out on the trail in 

hopes of watching them.   
 

 

https://www.wrlandconservancy.org/event/lights-out-cleveland/
https://www.wrlandconservancy.org/event/lights-out-cleveland/
https://www.summitmetroparks.org/ProgramsAndEvents.aspx


  
Waterfowl Watch: Sunday, March 27, 2022 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Liberty Park/Tinkers Creek Area: 10303 Aurora-Hudson Rd., Streetsboro, OH 44241 
New and experienced birders are invited to join a naturalist to view ducks, geese, sandhill cranes and other  

 

migratory birds. Participants will then caravan to Tinkers Creek State Nature Preserve. Binoculars or a 
spotting scope are recommended. 

 

 
 

Waterfowl Watch: Saturday, April 9, 2022 8:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Liberty Park/Tinkers Creek State Nature Preserve: 1230 Old Mill Rd., Aurora, OH 44202 

Explore Eagle Point and Seven Ponds trails with a naturalist during migration. Binoculars or a spotting 
scope are recommended. 

  
Spring Bird Walk: Monday, April 4, 2022 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.  

Cascade Valley Metro Park/Valley View Area: 1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron, OH 44313  
Join a naturalist on Celebration Trail to see what spring migrants are finding their way to the various 

habitats found at the park system’s newest park. The Cuyahoga River, meadows and pond areas may 
invite some migrating species as stopover points on their journey northward. Binoculars are recommended. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Other News You Can Use 

 

IBP Molt Researcher Peter Pyle Advances Understanding of Avian Biology  
 

 
A molting American Goldfinch. Photo by Wendy Miller/Flickr. 

 
Greater Akron Audubon Society is proud to be affiliated with the Institute for Bird Populations via the MoSI 

program. Recent news from the organization featured the work of Peter Pyle, a biologist who has been 
studying molt in order to help determine the age of banded birds. Over the last year, Pyle has authored or 

co-authored seven research papers for prominent ornithology journals. One of the papers featured his 
work that “examined over 27,000 digital photographs located at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Macaulay 
Library, most of which are contributed via eBird. Typically, molt is studied via careful examination of a bird 
in the hand during banding or by examining museum specimens, but Pyle has pioneered the use of digital 
photographs to study molt, and in this paper he lays out a roadmap for others interested in this approach. 
(At the conclusion of this study Pyle makes a request to those loading photographs into eBird: please take 

photos of birds in molt, no matter how ragged and unappealing they look! Over 50% of the images Pyle 
encountered were of glittering adult males… (which, while aesthetically pleasing, tell us very little about 

molt strategies.)”  IBP’s news featuring Pyle and links to the various papers can be found here: IBP - Blog 
Post (birdpop.org). Because some of the journals do require subscriptions, the Macaulay Library paper can 

be read in its entirety here: Photos in the Macaulay Library Help Uncover Hummingbird Feather 
Replacement Patterns and More – Macaulay Library 

 
 

It’s That Time of Year Again 
 

 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fakronaudubon.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b1df48f6cf4395e9c11da8b1%26id%3D89cbdd6ef8%26e%3Dcf0c8c129b&data=04%7C01%7Cpelz%40uakron.edu%7C6b59ed68903946091e8b08da0a564741%7Ce8575dedd7f94ecea4aa0b32991aeedd%7C0%7C0%7C637833663834352979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=i%2Behsb6rG05ImeXhEIz6OLDiGujyx%2Frm%2FQMrOr1URHo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fakronaudubon.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b1df48f6cf4395e9c11da8b1%26id%3D89cbdd6ef8%26e%3Dcf0c8c129b&data=04%7C01%7Cpelz%40uakron.edu%7C6b59ed68903946091e8b08da0a564741%7Ce8575dedd7f94ecea4aa0b32991aeedd%7C0%7C0%7C637833663834352979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=i%2Behsb6rG05ImeXhEIz6OLDiGujyx%2Frm%2FQMrOr1URHo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/2022/02/14/photos-in-the-macaulay-library-help-uncover-hummingbird-feather-replacement-patterns-and-more/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=a9a9111cf6-ebird+enews+mar+2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-a9a9111cf6-303057309
https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/2022/02/14/photos-in-the-macaulay-library-help-uncover-hummingbird-feather-replacement-patterns-and-more/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=a9a9111cf6-ebird+enews+mar+2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-a9a9111cf6-303057309


 

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 40th Annual Plant Sale Goes Live Online March 21, 
2022 

The Annual Plant Sale Day began as a fundraiser in 1982 by a group of volunteers known as the Friends 
of the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes. Volunteers and staff continue to organize a beautiful selection of 
plant options, promote native landscaping, and organize fun activities. The plant sale continues to raise 

funds for the Nature Center and unites the community as friends. Order plants online March 21 – April 9 or 
until sold out.  

Check out the plant catalog here: Plant-Sale-2022-Catalog_Final.pdf (secureservercdn.net)  To order 
online, link to the order form on or after March 21st  40th Annual Plant Sale - Nature Center at Shaker 

Lakes. In addition, the Nature Center has archived videos about ecological gardening inspired by Douglas 
Tallamy's book, "Bringing Nature Home.” Strategies for plant selection, garden design, and more are 

covered in depth as these sessions explain why native plants are beneficial for garden habitats and how to 
deal with the invasives that threaten them. Visit them at Bringing Nature Home - YouTube 

 
BirdNote Celebrates Women’s History Month 

An item in BirdNote recently celebrated the work of Margaret Morse Nice. Through her careful 
observations of Song Sparrows in the 1920s and 1930s near Columbus, Ohio, she helped shape modern 
ornithology. Her research, focused on bird behavior and life history, marked a transformation in the study 
of birds. For eight years, Nice banded and made detailed accounts of the birds' lives and behavior. The 
emphasis on bird behavior — and painstaking observation of living birds in the wild — helped shift the 

focus away from collection, description, and distribution.  Listen to this BirdNote Daily episode. Margaret 
Morse Nice and the Song Sparrow | BirdNote 

 

  
 

Columbus Audubon also honors her with a page on their website detailing her life and accomplishments: 
Margaret Morse Nice - Columbus Audubon 

 
Also in Observance of Women’s History Month… 

New Study Reveals Gender Bias in Female Birdsong Research 

In a new study of the last 20 years of research on female bird song it was discovered that a new 
understanding of female birdsong has evolved thanks to the work by women who have entered the field of 
study. Unlike the accepted generalizations that male song dominates, new research has shown that both 
males and females in many bird species sing, especially in the tropics. it is likely that the ancestor of all 

songbirds had female song. Now, rather than asking why males originally evolved song, the question has 
become why both sexes originally evolved song, and why females have lost song in some species. Why 
this shift in thinking? For many years, white men in temperate zones were the leading researchers. The 

authors of this study focused on the gender of first, middle and last authors of song-based research since  

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.111/992.7be.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Plant-Sale-2022-Catalog_Final.pdf
https://shakerlakes.org/plantsale/
https://shakerlakes.org/plantsale/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLn0c5bK-6BWqrRzRwL1g8UOfZzSZbT9vn&jct=dhhGBYQMhWxUDmgwEgokCsfUetCXtA
https://www.birdnote.org/listen/shows/margaret-morse-nice-and-song-sparrow
https://www.birdnote.org/listen/shows/margaret-morse-nice-and-song-sparrow
https://columbusaudubon.org/about-us/margaret-more-nice/


 

the 1990s and found that gender bias in the past had influenced topics, conceptual approaches and 
specific methodologies used in a wide range of scientific disciplines. Many other factors, such as race, 

ethnicity, geographic location and socioeconomic standing, could also have important impacts on scientific 
research. They concluded that diverse perspectives of researchers with different backgrounds and 

identities help drive scientific progress. Read more in this republished article from The 
Conversation:  Women have disrupted research on bird song, and their findings show how diversity can 

improve all fields of science (msn.com) 
 

 

EPA Bans Chlorpyrifos but Signals Continued Use of Malathion and Neonicotinoids  

The American Bird Conservancy (ABC) reported on February 25th that the EPA has upheld the ban on 
chlorpyrifos, an organophosphate insecticide. Chlorpyrifos will no longer be used on food crops meant for 
domestic consumption — a huge victory for bird and human health. Chlorpyrifos has been shown to affect 

birds' abilities to fly, migrate, and reproduce. It has also been linked to neurological complications in human 
adults and infants. But on March 15th the EPA indicated that a future decision in fall of 2022 could allow 
continued use of malathion (an insecticide used for mosquito control) with minor labelling changes and 

voluntary reductions in use. And neonicotinoids or neonics (a class of pesticides used widely in 
agriculture), may also not be banned as had been hoped. Neonics have been shown to be not only toxic 

when ingested by birds; they also leach into soil and waterways, killing nontarget insects like mayflies that 
serve as important food sources for birds. They’ve also been found to impair grassland birds’ ability to 

migrate. For more details see the ABC news releases here: EPA Signals Continued Use of Insecticides 
Dangerous to Birds - American Bird Conservancy (abcbirds.org).  Neonicotinoids have been banned in 

Europe since September 1, 2020. 
 

 

More from our MoSI Station Partner at Ometepe, Nicaragua 
The most common migratory species that we share with Ometepe are Wood Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, 

Worm-eating Warbler, Black-and-White Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Scarlet 
Tanager, Summer Tanager and Painted Bunting. Keyla Mena Romero, with Biometepe, is our liaison with 

MoSI and she submitted a short update in early January. Because the banding equipment from Ohio 
Audubon chapters arrived via IBP in early January, her report for October, November and December didn’t 

utilize any of those resources. 

In November, the MoSI team tasked themselves with cleaning the old station that had been used to 
process poultry in the interim since 2014. Net locations were also cleaned as was the path to access the 

MoSI stations. The station welcomes foreign and Nicaraguan tourists as well as elementary and high 
school students for environmental education. 

In November they had a first training with MoSI, coordinated by the Flora and Fauna International and 
Biometepe, with Mr. Marvin Torrez, expert bird bander and experienced MoSI station operator, who guided 

the trainees to process both resident and migratory birds and taught them to age birds using feathers. 
Mr. Torrez taught a team of 7 men and 4 women to install the mist nets and provided techniques for 
capturing and handling the birds for MoSI research. He covered the concepts of managing the MoSI 

station and how to record the necessary data from the captured birds. 

Finally, they installed the mist nets at Peña Inculta, where they captured three species: Cinnamon 
Hummingbird, Black-headed Trogon and Northern Waterthrush. At Magdalena Farm, captures were Yellow 

Warbler, Kentucky Warbler and Chestnut-sided Warbler. 

Three subsequent surveys at Peña Inculta Wildlife Refuge and Magdalena Farm were carried out between 
5:00 and 10:00 a.m. and in the afternoon, both times of high activity. At Peña Inculta, eight migratory  

 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/wellness/women-have-disrupted-research-on-bird-song-and-their-findings-show-how-diversity-can-improve-all-fields-of-science/ar-AAUu9Rl?li=BBnbfcL
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/wellness/women-have-disrupted-research-on-bird-song-and-their-findings-show-how-diversity-can-improve-all-fields-of-science/ar-AAUu9Rl?li=BBnbfcL
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fakronaudubon.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b1df48f6cf4395e9c11da8b1%26id%3Ddfe2d403c9%26e%3Dcf0c8c129b&data=04%7C01%7Cpelz%40uakron.edu%7C6b59ed68903946091e8b08da0a564741%7Ce8575dedd7f94ecea4aa0b32991aeedd%7C0%7C0%7C637833663834352979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=75NI016EJraawrPCBsEX9hGmnflqWD9uTJO4Wv4vN7A%3D&reserved=0
https://abcbirds.org/article/epa-malathion-neonicotinoid-insecticide-opinion/
https://abcbirds.org/article/epa-malathion-neonicotinoid-insecticide-opinion/


species (86 birds) were noted and 18 endemic species (324 birds) were observed. Magdalena Farm had 6 
migrants (53 birds) and 23 endemics (263 birds) [note: species were not given]. 

During COVID, the Biometepe employees have continued to work, sometimes from home, increasing 
safety precautions and reducing large gatherings. Everyone on their team is vaccinated. More news from 

Ometepe will follow in April. 
Check out Biometepe’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Biometepe-104931660878858/ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Help Wanted! 

From time to time, our chapter receives requests to speak to other groups in our area about who we are and 
what we do or about other bird-related topics. If you’d like to act as an ambassador for our chapter and would 

like to use your public-speaking talents from time to time and have the time to do so, please answer this call by 
replying to info@akronaudubon.org. In case you are interested, we do have some PowerPoint presentations 

prepared for these purposes that could be used as a base from which to personalize your message. 
 

Please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org  If you’ve missed or deleted these For 
the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under the News tab on the Home Page. For more 
northeast Ohio bird-related programs and events, please visit the Northeast Ohio Bird Calendar, hosted 

by Kirtland Bird Club: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Biometepe-104931660878858/
mailto:info@akronaudubon.org
https://www.akronaudubon.org/
https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html


Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can be found by 
going to the GAAS Website (https://www.akronaudubon.org) Under the Participate tab, find Meetings and 

click on Meeting Archives  (https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html). If a meeting was 
recorded and is available for watching, there will be a <Recording> button that can be selected to link to 

the recording on YouTube. 

**Look for the next issue of For the Birds on Sunday, April 10, 2022. 
Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org 

Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon 
Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon 

https://www.akronaudubon.org/
https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html
mailto:info@akronaudubon.org
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