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Abstract:

The Cuyahoga River is a legend in our time. From its pristine state prior to
the coming of the Europeans, to its degraded River Burning, to its restored
present day condition, the Cuyahoga is an account of man’s checkered
history with water quality. This presentation will feature the role of science,
public policy and funding in this stunning tale. The status of the Gorge Dam
Removal will be showcased.

Biography:

Elaine Marsh is a life-long lover of the Cuyahoga River and Lake Erie.
Currently, she is a Watershed Specialist for Summit Metro Parks. She co-
founded Friends of Crooked River, a grassroots group dedicated to the
Cuyahoga River for which she is the current President and Project Manager
for Canal Diversion Dam Removal. She was Project Director for Ohio
Greenways for eleven years, a statewide program which expanded
greenways and trail funding across the state. Elaine sits on many local, state
and national committees and boards and was a governor appointee to two
advisory boards. She has received numerous recognitions, including 2009
Woman of the Year Award from the Akron Women’s History Project, 2013
Champion of the River from the Cuyahoga AOC and the 2005 Life Time
Achievement Award from Ohio Environmental Council. One of Akron’s tunnel
boring machines was named “Elaine, Friend of the River” in her honor.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Using Native Plants on Our Home Grounds by Debra Knapke

(via Zoom, Sponsored by Cleveland Audubon)

Wednesday, March 11, 2026, Noon



What are native plants and what are their ecological contexts? If we can
answer those questions, we know whether or not they will be able to grow
and thrive in our gardens… or not. Engage in the discussion about native
plants and how they can be successively incorporated into our gardens.
Debra will offer many examples of native plants in their habitats and in

gardens.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Ysq7TGK8TaWCwH4-
tsamcQ#/registration

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Migration Sensation

March 14, 2026 | Clinton Township Building, 225 E. McConkey
St., Shreve, OH 44676

Join us for a day of birding, nature exploration, and family-friendly activities in
the heart of Ohio's prime bird migration corridor!

Migration Sensation

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Ysq7TGK8TaWCwH4-tsamcQ#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Ysq7TGK8TaWCwH4-tsamcQ#/registration
https://www.shreveohio.com/migration-sensation


Spring Bird Banding

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, April 16-May 30

2600 South Park Blvd., Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Meet Julie West at the table near the right side of the driveway to observe migratory birds
as they are banded. Generally, the timing is around 30 minutes after sunrise and goes

until 12pm. Weather permitting. No registration required. Weather permitting. Free. (ASL-
American Sign Language)

Audubon Society Of Greater Cleveland Spring Bird Walks

Select Sundays: April 13, April 20 (ASL) , April 27 (ASL) & May 4 (ASL) , May 11 (ASL),
May 18 (ASL) | 7:30AM – 10:30AM | Nature Center

Each spring for many years, select Sundays in April and May at 7:30 A.M., the Audubon
Society of Greater Cleveland in conjunction with the Cleveland Museum of Natural History,

Cleveland Metroparks, Lake Metroparks, Geauga Park District, The Nature Center at
Shaker Lakes, Lake Erie Nature and Science Center, and Holden Arboretum conduct bird

walks to experience the progression of spring migration through our area.

More information on Banding and Walks

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SUMMIT COUNTY METROPARKS

Always check with SCM https://www.summitmetroparks.org/programs-
events/

https://shakerlakes.org/birding-programs/
https://www.summitmetroparks.org/programs-events/
https://www.summitmetroparks.org/programs-events/


Young Birders: Timberdoodles

MARCH 20 @ 7:00pm – 8:00 

Firestone MetroPark/Tuscarawas Meadows Area

2620 Harrington Rd.
Akron, OH 44319

Kids ages 8 and up are invited to learn about the elusive timberdoodle, better known as
the American woodcock, through a short presentation and woodcock walk. An adult

companion is required to remain for the entirety of the program.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Migration Madness Field Trip

March 21 @ 9:00 am–4:30 pm 

F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm

Join park naturalists on a bus trip to the wetlands of Killbuck Marsh and Funk Bottoms
Wildlife Areas for a morning of migrating waterfowl, shorebirds and more. Pack binoculars,

spotting scopes, snacks and a lunch. Dress for all-day comfort out in the elements.
Registration is required and begins 2/1. Cost: $60/person. All sales are final.

https://www.summitmetroparks.org/program-events/migration-madness-field-trip-2/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.summitmetroparks.org/program-events/migration-madness-field-trip-2/


Virtual: Wild & Scenic Film Festival

MARCH 21 @ 8:00 AM – MARCH 27 @ 11:00 PM

Summit Metro Parks Foundation is excited to bring the world-class Wild & Scenic Film
Festival to Akron to celebrate the beauty of nature and the importance of conservation. All

proceeds will benefit the Summit Metro Parks Foundation’s work in supporting the park
district’s mission to conserve, sustainably manage, and value natural resources for the

health and enjoyment of our community, and inspire people to connect with nature through
clean and safe parks.Virtual ticketholders will receive a link to view the films at home. All

showings will have the same collection of films. The compilation will feature inspiring
stories from around the U.S. and the world.

Purchase tickets https://www.ticketsignup.io/TicketEvent/2026WildScenicFilmFestival

Tickets can only be purchased through the website and are not available at the Nightlight
box office.

The films will be shown at The Nightlight, an independent, 501(c)(3) nonprofit movie
theater in Akron, Ohio, dedicated to connecting our community through the shared cinema

experience.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.ticketsignup.io/TicketEvent/2026WildScenicFilmFestival


Self-Guided Trail: Migratory Birds

MARCH 25 @ 8:00 AM – APRIL 8 @ 5:00 PM

Firestone MetroPark/Tuscarawas Meadows Area

Hit the 1.1-mile Redwing Trail to discover fun facts about bird migration and identification
while experiencing the beauty of peak migration season through April 8.

More Information

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bees & Blooms

MARCH 28 @ 1:00 pm – 2:30 

Furnace Run/Brushwood Area

4955 Townsend Rd.
Richfield, OH 44286

Hike the 1.3-mile Rock Creek Trail with naturalists to look for queen bees working and
early blooms flowering as we discuss the dynamic of spring and its effects on pollinators

https://www.summitmetroparks.org/program-events/self-guided-trail-migratory-birds/


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Woodcocks and Wood Frogs

MARCH 28 @ 7:30 pm – 9:00 

|Cascade Valley/Valley View Area

1134 Cuyahoga St.
Akron, OH 44313

Stay up late to discover some of spring’s most legendary (and elusive) creatures! We will
explore where wood frogs and woodcocks may be hiding and why this season is an

important time for both. Please bring a headlamp or flashlight.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Weekly Spring Bird Walks

Vermilion

Join Black River Audubon for the Spring Bird Walk seriesVermilion River
Reservation: Bacon Woods 



51211 N Ridge Rd, Vermilion, OH 44089-9400 

Time: 8:30 a.m.

Dates: April 12, 19, 26 and May 3, 10, 17

Drive to the back of the park to meet at the trailhead at the far northern lot. The walk
includes the beginning sections of the parking lot and the red and blue trails. Terrain is

crushed gravel, short boardwalks, and sometimes mud on the grass trail. Approx 2 miles.

Contact: 440-787-7736 with questions. Registration not required.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Woodcock Watch

March 26, 7pm - 8 

Frostville Museum - Rocky River Reservation

24101 Cedar Point RoadNorth Olmsted, OH, 44070

Bogsuckers, timberdoodles, and skydancers are other names that are used to describe
American woodcocks. Come listen and look for these distinctive birds as dusk turns to

night.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Woodpecker Hike

March 21, 2 pm - 3:30 

Rocky River Nature Center

24000 Valley ParkwayNorth Olmsted, OH, 44070

Woodpeckers are some of the easiest birds to spot during the wintertime. Join a naturalist
for a hike to search for these winter birds. Binoculars available to borrow upon request.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Birds in the Hills

With Appalachian Understories

May 1 at 5 pm to May 3 at 1:30 pm

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-sponsored-by-the-ohio-ornithological-
society-tickets-1978157739048?aff=oddtdtcreator

Nestled in the foothills of Appalachia, Hocking Hills, this event provides opportunity for bird
enthusiasts of all levels to celebrate and learn together.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-sponsored-by-the-ohio-ornithological-society-tickets-1978157739048?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-sponsored-by-the-ohio-ornithological-society-tickets-1978157739048?aff=oddtdtcreator


49th Annual Summer Breeding Bird Census

June 5 – 14, 2026

Call for Area Leaders & Volunteers

As of today, there is one territory that need coverage this year. Volunteers are needed in
Areas 22 & 28. A map of the territories can be found here: Summer Census Territories -

Greater Akron Audubon Society. Area 22 is in the southwest corner of Summit County and
has Silver Creek Metro Park in it. Area 28 is in the southwest corner of Summit County (in

blue overlay). If you are interested in particpating in any area on the map please let me
know. We love volunteers and always could use more help! This year, the checklist has

been revised and participants are encouraged to use a new Google form to submit results
for easier compiling; these will be coming out soon. Please reach out to compiler Paul
Moser (pmoser16590@yahoo.com) if you can help during this 10-day period or if you

know someone who may be able to help.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News You Can Use

How China Is Driving Down Electricity Costs With Renewables

https://www.akronaudubon.org/summer-census-territories.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/summer-census-territories.html
mailto:pmoser16590@yahoo.com


In a speech last week in a speech at the World Economic Forum, President Trump said
China was making a lot of wind turbines, but not using much wind power in their own

country. Is that right?

China studies professor Jeremy Wallace joins Host Ira Flatow to talk about the renewable
energy landscape in China. They’ll dig into how China is flooding the world with affordable

solar technology, making it the cheapest form of electricity in history. Plus, what energy
tech China is manufacturing, what it's using domestically, and what it's exporting.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-china-is-driving-down-electricity-costs-
with/id73329284?i=1000747001883

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

How Do You Track A Butterfly?

Imagine going on a trip that’s thousands of miles long and flying the entire way! That’s
what monarch butterflies do every year in one of the animal kingdom’s most epic journeys.

But how exactly do these delicate insects navigate that distance, and what dangers do
they face along the way? For a long time, scientists could only track monarchs by placing
tiny sticker tags on their wings and hoping someone would find them. Now, solar-powered
radio tags small enough to glue onto a butterfly’s back are helping scientists uncover the
secrets of this amazing voyage. Join journalist Dan Fagin and Science Friday Host Ira

Flatow to learn what this groundbreaking technology is teaching us—and why
understanding monarch migration has never been more urgent.

https://www.sciencefriday.com/educational-resources/how-do-you-track-a-butterfly/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-china-is-driving-down-electricity-costs-with/id73329284?i=1000747001883
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-china-is-driving-down-electricity-costs-with/id73329284?i=1000747001883
https://www.sciencefriday.com/educational-resources/how-do-you-track-a-butterfly/


Trump administration's efforts to extend border wall threaten Texas
nature reserve

The Trump administration is moving forward on building new border wall segments in
environmental and culturally sensitive areas. Local activists are pleading with Congress to

stop construction.

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5712318/trump-administrations-efforts-to-extend-
border-wall-threaten-texas-nature-reserve

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Under new regulation, common pesticide would require 'prescription' for
use

Neonicotinoids are widely used pesticides, but they kill bees and harm ecosystems. New
rules would treat them more like controlled drugs, requiring something akin to a

prescription for their use.

Pesticides have let farmers increase their yields and grow more food now than any point
in history, despite harmful effects on human and animal life. So what if their use were

more controlled, the way some medicines are only available by prescription? Colorado
Public Radio's Rae Solomon reports the idea is starting to gain traction in several states.

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/25/nx-s1-5720150/under-new-regulation-common-pesticide-
would-require-prescription-for-use

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5712318/trump-administrations-efforts-to-extend-border-wall-threaten-texas-nature-reserve
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5712318/trump-administrations-efforts-to-extend-border-wall-threaten-texas-nature-reserve
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/25/nx-s1-5720150/under-new-regulation-common-pesticide-would-require-prescription-for-use
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/25/nx-s1-5720150/under-new-regulation-common-pesticide-would-require-prescription-for-use


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Do windmills kill birds?

Fact checking clean energy myths.Some objections to wind and solar farms are matters of
opinion. Others are based on false information. We explain.

When wind or solar energy projects apply for permits at county councils and zoning
commissions across the United States, supporters and foes often pack the rooms to testify

for or against.

These meetings can go on for hours, and sometimes days, with dozens and even
hundreds of people making impassioned pleas for leaving "rural vistas" as they are or
equally impassioned arguments for cheap power that will bring economic salvation.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/02/21/fact-checking-clean-energy-
myths-windmills-birds/85952082007/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

10 Midwest Destinations Every Bird-Watcher Should Visit

Find your spark bird—or check off a lifer—at the Midwest’s best bird-watching
destinations.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/02/21/fact-checking-clean-energy-myths-windmills-birds/85952082007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/02/21/fact-checking-clean-energy-myths-windmills-birds/85952082007/


Splitting the Central and Mississippi flyways, the Midwest claims some of the nation’s most
diverse—and most accessible—bird-watching. Whether in tallgrass prairie, boreal forest,

towering sand dunes, or maze-like wetlands, the region quite literally sings with reasons to
bust out those binoculars (or pick up this trending hobby). And though the best bird-

watching can certainly be outside your front door, the spots below offer Midwest bird-
watching at its wildest, winged-est, and most feather-filled.

https://www.midwestliving.com/the-best-bird-watching-spots-in-the-midwest-11910740

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Birdwatching may reshape the brain and build its buffer against ageing

Expert birdwatchers have changes in their brain structure compared with novices, which
probably help them better identify birds and may even protect against age-related

cognitive decline

Expert birdwatchers have brain differences that may underlie their remarkable ability to
identify unfamiliar birds and suggest that birdwatching can reshape the brain in much the

same way as learning a language or a musical instrument does. Such activities may
bolster cognitive reserve, the brain’s ability to defend itself against ageing and adapt to

damage.

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2516604-birdwatching-may-reshape-the-brain-and-
build-its-buffer-against-ageing/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.midwestliving.com/the-best-bird-watching-spots-in-the-midwest-11910740
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2516604-birdwatching-may-reshape-the-brain-and-build-its-buffer-against-ageing/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2516604-birdwatching-may-reshape-the-brain-and-build-its-buffer-against-ageing/


Festival of Birds

Hosted by: Presque Isle Audubon

May 15th, 16th & 17th, 2026

​Discover the joys of spring migration at the picturesque Presque Isle State Park, which
BirdWatching Magazine rates as one of the top birding spots in the country! Situated along

Lake Erie's southern shores in Erie, Pennsylvania, more than 320 species of birds have
been recorded at the park! Presque Isle is also home to Gull Point, a sand plain sanctuary

that hosts a wide variety of migrating shorebirds and seabirds and the only place in
Pennsylvania where you'll find nesting pair/s of the federally endangered Piping Plover!

Presque Isle is a designated Important Bird Area and is nicely located on a major
migration corridor. Anything could show up!

The 2026 festival features field trips to all the hotspots and workshops for every level,
from:

Presentation: Rats with Wings and Trash Pandas

Presentation: Travels with BirdingApp

Presentation: Bird Joy: The key to unlocking our inner child

Field trip: Imperfect Quirky Bird Walk

Presentation: The extraordinary diversity of origins of our local mammals

Presentation: Birds and Words: Nature Writing for Pleasure and Publication

Witness science in action at Erie Bird Observatory's bird banding station. Watch raptors
ride thermals way up, up, up into the sky at the Presque Isle Hawk Watch. Bring your own
kayak (or rent one here) and paddle into the Presque Isle lagoons with us as we search

for migrating waterfowl, secretive marsh birds, & more!

Presque Isle Audubon.org festival-of-birds

https://www.presqueisleaudubon.org/festival-of-the-birds-home/


P.O. Box 19190, Akron OH 44319
United States of America

info@akronaudubon.org
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Spread the word. 

If you know someone that may be interested in this Newsletter, please forward this
email on to them.

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org If you’ve
missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under
the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events
(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar,

hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org)

Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can
be found by going to the GAAS website Meeting Archives page: Meeting Archives -

Greater Akron Audubon Society If a virtual meeting was recorded and is available for
watching, there will be a <recording> button that can be selected to link to the recording

on YouTube.

Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org

Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon

Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon

Greater Akron Audubon Society
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