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Biography:

Dale has been a charter member of the Ohio Bluebird Society which began
in 1987 and has served as a trustee on its Board of Directors. He received

the "Blue Feather Award" in 2019.

Along with maintaining trails of nest boxes, our speaker educates people
individually, does seminars for grade school students, civic groups, and has

participated in Medina County Parks Earth Day celebration since its
inception.

He is retired and lives in medina with his wife Diana. They have 3 children
and 7 grandchildren, all of whom have been involved in Bluebirds over the

years.

Abstract:

Our speaker has been working on Eastern Bluebird trails since 1979. He has
provided hundreds of nest boxes to people in Ohio and as far as Texas,
Florida, Virginia, and Canada

His Bluebird trails in Ohio produced the first fledglings in 1983. That summer
there were a total of 6 babies that fledged. His efforts have increased
steadily and he has fledged around 8,000 babies since 1983.

Dale will discuss some topics related to Bluebirds including proper box
placement and how to deal with intruders. He will also have a display of
some of his boxes.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



'I almost couldn’t believe it’: Amazon expedition stuns researchersPeru’s Alto
Mayo forest is known for its extraordinary wildlife, yet a recent trip there

stunned Conservation International researchers, who discovered 27 species
new to science. Here’s what they found.

https://www.conservation.org/blog/i-almost-couldnt-believe-it-amazon-
expedition-stuns-researchers?ms=FY25_january_enews_2-3-

25_c_nd&utm_medium=email&emci=8de75c19-47df-ef11-88f8-
0022482a9579&emdi=f923b189-45e2-ef11-88f8-

0022482a97e9&ceid=1361116

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Demystifying Pte. Mouillee State Game Area Webinar

Virtual Community Event

  Friday, March 21, 12-1 pm EDT

https://www.conservation.org/blog/i-almost-couldnt-believe-it-amazon-expedition-stuns-researchers?ms=FY25_january_enews_2-3-25_c_nd&utm_medium=email&emci=8de75c19-47df-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&emdi=f923b189-45e2-ef11-88f8-0022482a97e9&ceid=1361116
https://www.conservation.org/blog/i-almost-couldnt-believe-it-amazon-expedition-stuns-researchers?ms=FY25_january_enews_2-3-25_c_nd&utm_medium=email&emci=8de75c19-47df-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&emdi=f923b189-45e2-ef11-88f8-0022482a97e9&ceid=1361116
https://www.conservation.org/blog/i-almost-couldnt-believe-it-amazon-expedition-stuns-researchers?ms=FY25_january_enews_2-3-25_c_nd&utm_medium=email&emci=8de75c19-47df-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&emdi=f923b189-45e2-ef11-88f8-0022482a97e9&ceid=1361116
https://www.conservation.org/blog/i-almost-couldnt-believe-it-amazon-expedition-stuns-researchers?ms=FY25_january_enews_2-3-25_c_nd&utm_medium=email&emci=8de75c19-47df-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&emdi=f923b189-45e2-ef11-88f8-0022482a97e9&ceid=1361116
https://www.conservation.org/blog/i-almost-couldnt-believe-it-amazon-expedition-stuns-researchers?ms=FY25_january_enews_2-3-25_c_nd&utm_medium=email&emci=8de75c19-47df-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&emdi=f923b189-45e2-ef11-88f8-0022482a97e9&ceid=1361116


Join an outreach program from Audubon Great Lakes and Michigan
Department of Natural Resources for a free lunch-hour webinar about Pte.

Mouillee State Game Area--one of southeast Michigan’s premier birding
destinations!

From Black-bellied Plovers to Glossy Ibises--learn about the unique birds
that inhabit this Wetland Wonder and Audubon Important Bird Area,

conservation efforts to support them, and tips to enhance your
visit.https://www.mobilize.us/audubon-great-lakes/event/750805/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Migration

Tuesday, March 11, 2025

7 pm Eastern Time

​Presented by Coralie Rossbach 

Coralie Rossbach is a seventh grader from Austin, TX. She loves
birds (obviously), especially hummingbirds.

Register
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApduCtpzovG9HySU

M...

​The Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds’ migration across the Gulf of

https://www.mobilize.us/audubon-great-lakes/event/750805/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApduCtpzovG9HySUMKUhywkePY0K-rt0FH#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApduCtpzovG9HySUMKUhywkePY0K-rt0FH#/registration


Mexico is an amazing natural phenomenon, undeniably one of the
most impressive bird migrations to take place each year. The

hummingbirds’ migratory success may be dependent on many
factors, including weather patterns, which are shifting due to

climate change. Coralie’s research explores this relationship, and
how it could affect the long-term success of this migration.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Birds at Home: Northwest Ohio Birding Hot Spots

Tuesday, April 8, 2025
7 pm Eastern Time

Registration

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yQjtEvdPTLiWaIErDKlQ_A#/r
egistration

​Presented by Rob Ripma

​​Join Biggest Week field trip coordinator Rob Ripma to learn all about the best
birding hotspots at the Biggest Week in American Birding. From Point

Mouillee in southeast Michigan to Pipe Creek in Sandusky and everywhere
in between, Rob will show you the spots you should be sure to visit during

your time at the festival.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yQjtEvdPTLiWaIErDKlQ_A#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yQjtEvdPTLiWaIErDKlQ_A#/registration


Ohio Crane Count

Survey Date Saturday, April 12, 2025
6:30 - 8:30 am Eastern Time

The Sandhill Crane as listed as threatened in Ohio. Sandhills can be quite
secretive during their nesting season, and to better track Ohio’s breeding

crane population, Ohio is expanding the Midwest Crane Count, a volunteer
count, coordinated by the International Crane Foundation. The survey takes
place for two hours on a designated Saturday morning in April. In 2021, Ohio

conducted a pilot season in the counties of Geauga, Summit, Trumbull,
Holmes, Wayne, and Wyandot counties. The effort documented 160 Sandhill

Cranes in those 5 counties.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact a county coordinator,
Tom Leiden, or Matthew Shumar (obcicoordinator@gmail.com). County
coordinators can be found at the following site: https://obcinet.org/get-

involved/ohio-crane-count/

Time commitment is limited to your Saturday morning, the time it takes to
scout your area, and a couple hours of virtual training. The virtual training

takes place on Monday, March 31 from  6 - 7 pm.  Email the county
coordinator or obcicoordinator@gmail.com for details. 

 Birders of all abilities who can identify a sandhill crane can participate. A
vehicle is also required. Participation in pairs is preferred.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://savingcranes.org/education/annual-midwest-crane-count/
mailto:obcicoordinator@gmail.com
https://obcinet.org/get-involved/ohio-crane-count/
https://obcinet.org/get-involved/ohio-crane-count/
mailto:obcicoordinator@gmail.com


OOS Warblers and Wildflowers Weekend 2025

Starts: Friday April 25, 3 pm

Ends: Sunday April 27, 12 pm

https://ohiobirds.org/events-2/#!event/register/2025/4/25/oos-
warblers-and-wildflowers-weekend-2025

Shawnee Lodge & Conference Center

Friday, April 25 3:00 PM - Registration begins in the Shawnee Lodge &
Conference Center Lobby

4:30 - 5:30 PM - Happy hour in banquet room

5:00 PM - Jenny Richards: Why Shawnee state park area is a biodiversity
hotspot 

5:30 - 6:30 PM - Buffet dinner in banquet room 

6:15 PM - Speaker, 

TBD 8:00 PM - Field Trip to Adams County for Chuck-will’s-widow or
Mothing 

Saturday, April 26 6:30 AM - Coffee available and pick up lunches in parking
lot (breakfast not provided) 

6:45 AM - Meet at designated location for morning field trips

7:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Field trips 

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Afternoon birding on your own

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Buffet Dinner in banquet room

6:00 PM - Speaker, 

TBD 8:00 PM - Field Trip to Adams County for Chuck-will’s-widow or
Mothing 

Sunday, April 27 Field Trips “on your own”, possibility of remaining guides
getting groups together. Maps will be provided. MANY PLANNED FIELD

TRIPS. 

https://ohiobirds.org/events-2/#!event/register/2025/4/25/oos-warblers-and-wildflowers-weekend-2025
https://ohiobirds.org/events-2/#!event/register/2025/4/25/oos-warblers-and-wildflowers-weekend-2025


Visit link for more information: https://ohiobirds.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/01/OOS-Warblers-and-wildflowers-2025-itinerary.pdf

Registration Closes on April 18 at 5:00 PM

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

48th Annual Summer Breeding Bird Census

June 6 – 15th, 2025

Call for Area Leaders & Volunteers

At the time of writing, there is one territory needing coverage this year. A
leader is needed in Area 16. A map of the territories can be found here:

Summer Census Territories - Greater Akron Audubon Society. Area 16 is in
the eastern area of Summit County (in orange overlay). There are a number
of leaders requesting help in their Areas. This year, the checklist has been

revised and participants are encouraged to use a new Google form to submit
results for easier compiling; these will be coming out soon. Please reach out
to compiler Paul Moser (pmoser16590@yahoo.com) if you can help during

this 10-day period or if you know someone who may be able to help.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Walks

https://ohiobirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/OOS-Warblers-and-wildflowers-2025-itinerary.pdf
https://ohiobirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/OOS-Warblers-and-wildflowers-2025-itinerary.pdf
https://www.akronaudubon.org/summer-census-territories.html
mailto:pmoser16590@yahoo.com


Kinderealm: Herons

March 12 @ 10:30 – 11:30 am

Visitors Center

F. A. Seiberling Nature Realm

Here come the herons! We invite children ages 3 to 6 and their adult companions to join
us as we learn about great blue herons through a short lesson, story and craft. Please

make other arrangements for younger children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers.
Registration is required and begins on 2/20

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Homegrown Habitats: Shade Plants 

March 13 @ 6:30 – 8:00 pm

Visitors Center

F. A. Seiberling Nature Realm

Calling all people with yards or green spaces, big and small: Join us for this monthly
series and learn how to rewild your home landscape. This month we’ll spotlight shade-
dwelling plants to add to your outdoor spaces with less than 3 hours of direct sunlight.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Woodcock Walk 

March 14 @ 7:00 – 8:30 pm

The University of Akron Field Station

Bath Nature Preserve

Join a naturalist as we partner with The University of Akron Field Station at Bath Nature
Preserve for a chance to see the legendary timberdoodle! These birds put on a show you

won’t want to miss. Please drive all the way down the drive to the field station.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Nerds: Sparrow ID 

March 15 @ 12:00 – 1:30 pm 

Visitors Center

F. A. Seiberling Nature Realm

Newbies and experts alike are welcome to join our ongoing series to unpack a unique bird
identification challenge each month. After an indoor presentation, we’ll head out to the



field to put our skills to the test. This month we’re sifting through sneaky sparrows!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Migration Madness Field Trip

March 22 @ 6:30 am – 2:00 pm

Visitors Center

F. A. Seiberling Nature Realm

Join Summit Metro Parks naturalists on a bus trip to Wayne County to experience
migrating waterfowl and shorebirds in the wetlands of Killbuck Marsh and Funk Bottoms.
Pack binoculars, spotting scopes, snacks and a lunch. Dress for all-day comfort out in the
elements. Registration is required and begins on 3/7. Cost: $55/person.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Back Yards Gone Wild: 

DIY Bluebird Boxes

March 23 @ 1:00 – 2:00 pm

and 3:00 - 4:00 pm



Liberty Park Nature Center

Join a naturalist for this monthly series focused on creating nature-friendly back yards.
This month we will learn about cavity-nesting birds such as chickadees, bluebirds and

wrens. After a short presentation, participants can make a bluebird box to take home, free
of charge, courtesy of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Limit one kit per

household. Registration is required and begins on 3/13.

And again...

Bluebirds in Your Back Yard

March 25 @ 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Goodyear Heights Lodge - West Room

Join the Greater Akron Audubon Society to dive into the world of bluebirds. Dale Rabung,
a charter member of the Ohio Bluebird Society, has been working on bluebird trails since
1979 and has fledged over 8,000 birds. Learn about monitoring efforts, nest boxes and

building bluebird trails.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Waterfowl Wander Field Trip

March 22, 2025 @ 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Many waterfowl are speeding their way north to breeding grounds with the drakes sporting
their spectacular, breeding plumage. Most of them will cause you to gasp in amazement!

They are only passing through so now is the time to get out and see them. This is a
caravan-style birding tour where we will stop at several favorite lakes and ponds in

southern Geauga and northern Portage counties. Make sure to have a full tank of gas
because gas stations are not one of our stops. If the group desires, we will stop for lunch
at the end of the tour. Meet at the boat ramp parking lot at the end of Washington Street

off of St. Rt. 44 in Auburn Corners.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Walk

Location:

Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Education Center

3675 Oak Hill Rd, Peninsula, OH 44264

Saturday, March 8, 2025, 8:30 - 10:00 am

Early spring is a great time for bird watching as some winter birds linger and spring birds
start to arrive. Search of lingering birds like red-breasted nuthatches and golden-crowned

kinglets, and early returners like red-winged blackbirds along flat paved and unpaved
trails. Binoculars provided or bring your own.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Birds in the Hills Festival

May 9 - 11th, 2025

Camp Oty’Okwa in Hocking County



Appalachian Understories, a Rural Action Social Enterprise based in Appalachian Ohio,
specializes in providing guided experiences that celebrate the rich cultural and natural

heritage of our region. Through our tours, we compensate local historians and naturalists
who share their deep knowledge and stories. Our mission is to preserve local wisdom

while offering enjoyable outdoor recreational activities for both our community and visitors.

We are excited to announce the upcoming Birds in the Hills Festival

You can register and get tickets at the following link: 

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-festival-tickets-1096442140959?
aff=oddtdtcreator 

This family-friendly birding event will feature guided outings led by local naturalists,
showcasing the diverse avian species of the region. Attendees can look forward to

immersive birding experiences, accompanied by local food, music, and camping. The
festival aims to not only promote birding but also to support our mission of preserving local
knowledge, fostering a sense of place, promoting community health, and boosting regional

economic vitality through guided tours.

Bird species that attendees may encounter include various warblers such as worm-eating,
hooded, cerulean, black-throated green, prothonotary, blue-winged, magnolia, and

blackburnian. Other notable species include the hermit thrush, rose-breasted grosbeak,
and wood thrush.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News You Can Use

More Land Protected for Bear Run Nature Reserve and Ohiopyle State
Park

Outdoor enthusiasts can now enjoy expanded popular outdoor recreation areas in the
Laurel Highlands, thanks to our recent protection of two properties, totaling 97 acres, in

Stewart Township, Fayette County. The properties further expand hiking, fishing and

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-festival-tickets-1096442140959?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-festival-tickets-1096442140959?aff=oddtdtcreator


hunting opportunities at our Bear Run Nature Reserve and Ohiopyle State Park. Located
in the Youghiogheny River watershed, both high-elevation forested properties are

important for wildlife species’ resilience to climate change.

Read More Here: https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-
popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?

utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%2
0Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20

Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-
RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ

%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New Get Started Guides

You asked, we listened! We know getting started with native plants can feel overwhelming,
so we’ve put together a series of guides to help. These are some of the most common

questions we hear, and now you’ve got the answers at your fingertips.

These guides—excerpted from Nature’s Action Guide by Sarah F. Jayne (huge thanks to
her!)—cover how to:

🌱 Get Started
✂️ Shrink Your Lawn

🚫 Remove Invasive Plants
🦋 Make a Home for Wildlife
🎨 Design a Native Landscape

Whether you're taking the first step or fine-tuning your space, these guides make it easier.
Check them out and start growing your Homegrown National Park!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%20Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2
https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%20Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2
https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%20Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2
https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%20Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2
https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%20Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2
https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%20Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2
https://waterlandlife.org/wpc-protects-two-more-propertiesexpands-popular-outdoor-recreation-areas-in-fayette-county/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=ICYMI%3A%20Help%20Manage%20Invasives%2C%20Join%20Our%20Team%2C%20Discover%20Untold%20Stories%2C%20More&utm_campaign=WPC%20February%20eNewsletter%202025-RESEND&vgo_ee=HCpYudEIY9pNU9ODSiPA28UTJm%2FMWAzjfF5SIKTGd1fG7rKaKQ%3D%3D%3A%2FHm6sYx6%2F0QsaQRG4mlikENs%2FjkjCAx2
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=1adc1ee88f&e=68dee39a44
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=95913ae72f&e=68dee39a44
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=2d5a3de87c&e=68dee39a44
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=523d3fbecc&e=68dee39a44
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=8d9d1ca973&e=68dee39a44
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=c38da89d2d&e=68dee39a44
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=688314d9ba&e=68dee39a44


Bird flu is taking a massive toll on wild animals, researchers find

Researchers are reporting mass die offs of wild birds and sea mammals due to bird flu. They're

tracking the deaths to better understand the virus and how it might create a greater threat to

humans

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/05/nx-s1-5285457/bird-flu-is-taking-a-massive-toll-on-wild-
animals-researchers-find

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Macaulay Library picks its favorite bird sounds for 2025. See who
made the cut

NPR's Scott Detrow speaks with Matthew Medler of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology about
the best bird sounds of 2025 from their vast collection of recordings, and why their
selections made the list.

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/08/nx-s1-5288820/the-macaulay-library-picks-its-favorite-bird-
sounds-for-2025-see-who-made-the-cut

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Citizen science helped expose the biggest wildlife die-off ever
documented

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/05/nx-s1-5285457/bird-flu-is-taking-a-massive-toll-on-wild-animals-researchers-find
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/05/nx-s1-5285457/bird-flu-is-taking-a-massive-toll-on-wild-animals-researchers-find
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/08/nx-s1-5288820/the-macaulay-library-picks-its-favorite-bird-sounds-for-2025-see-who-made-the-cut
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/08/nx-s1-5288820/the-macaulay-library-picks-its-favorite-bird-sounds-for-2025-see-who-made-the-cut


Decades of citizen science in Alaska helped researchers figure out how one of the biggest
wildlife die-offs — that of the seabird the common murre — unfolded.

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/13/nx-s1-5292164/citizen-science-helped-expose-the-
biggest-wildlife-die-off-ever-documented

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The truth behind your Valentine's Day flowers

Buying flowers on Valentine's Day is a classic gesture of love. But the beauty of these
bouquets comes at a cost.

In Colombia, high in the Andes Mountains, a delicate cloud forest is being chipped away
at, fragmented and polluted, say environmentalists in the region — all for the green leaves

that pad out flower bouquets sold primarily in the United States.

The rate at which trees are being cut down in this fragile ecosystem — home to many
species including sloths, hummingbirds and rare orchids, is "getting faster," according to
Patricia Rodríguez, of the environmental organization Fundación Étika Verde. "The green

foliage industry has become big business here," she says.

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/13/nx-s1-5292037/the-truth-behind-your-valentines-flowers

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/13/nx-s1-5292164/citizen-science-helped-expose-the-biggest-wildlife-die-off-ever-documented
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/13/nx-s1-5292164/citizen-science-helped-expose-the-biggest-wildlife-die-off-ever-documented
https://etikaverde.org/
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/13/nx-s1-5292037/the-truth-behind-your-valentines-flowers


This rare, intelligent species of crow is taking flight in Hawaii again

For the first time in years, a rare bird is flying free in the forests of Hawaii.

The ʻalalā is a species of crow found only on the Hawaiian Islands, one that holds an
important place in Native Hawaiian culture. When it was clear decades ago that the chatty,
intelligent birds were heading toward extinction, they were brought into captivity as a last

resort. They went extinct in the wild in 2002.

The species has held on thanks to a breeding program, but returning them to the wild has
been challenging. A group released on Hawaii's Big Island was preyed upon by hawks. In
captivity, the crows have become accustomed to human care, making it harder for them to

survive in the wild.

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/18/nx-s1-5232008/hawaii-crow-species-maui-rare

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Researchers look for secretive golden eagles in Maine's forests

A team of researchers went into the woods of Maine searching for a mysterious bird of the
eastern forests — a golden eagle. They're conspicuous in the American west but secretive

in the east.

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5271533/researchers-look-for-secretive-golden-
eagles-in-maines-forests

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/18/nx-s1-5232008/hawaii-crow-species-maui-rare
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5271533/researchers-look-for-secretive-golden-eagles-in-maines-forests
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5271533/researchers-look-for-secretive-golden-eagles-in-maines-forests


Bird enthusiasts flock to northern Minnesota in hopes of seeing a great
gray owl

Bird enthusiasts are flocking to Minnesota in hopes of catching a glimpse of a great gray
owl. They're one of North America's largest owl species and many have flown down from

Canada to find food.

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/20/nx-s1-5290107/bird-enthusiasts-flock-to-northern-
minnesota-in-hopes-of-seeing-a-great-gray-owl

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Great Backyard Bird Count 

Took place February 14 - 17, 2025. As of 2/24/25 there were 8012 Species reported and
almost 311.000 checklists were submitted.  Results can be submitted until 3/1/25 so check

out the following link to see the most up to dat results. 

https://ebird.org/gbbc/region/world?
utm_campaign=GBBC%202025&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-

_zuEAIrW1AIkjCkKwibeW4KXUFzVc8mFb_3f_MY7GP-
movDXLjvnnHneW9RKThKv1dUJoEwifElInM37FiE6yiGjvhcw&_hsmi=347675174&utm_c

ontent=347675174&utm_source=hs_email

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/20/nx-s1-5290107/bird-enthusiasts-flock-to-northern-minnesota-in-hopes-of-seeing-a-great-gray-owl
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/20/nx-s1-5290107/bird-enthusiasts-flock-to-northern-minnesota-in-hopes-of-seeing-a-great-gray-owl
https://ebird.org/gbbc/region/world?utm_campaign=GBBC%202025&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_zuEAIrW1AIkjCkKwibeW4KXUFzVc8mFb_3f_MY7GP-movDXLjvnnHneW9RKThKv1dUJoEwifElInM37FiE6yiGjvhcw&_hsmi=347675174&utm_content=347675174&utm_source=hs_email
https://ebird.org/gbbc/region/world?utm_campaign=GBBC%202025&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_zuEAIrW1AIkjCkKwibeW4KXUFzVc8mFb_3f_MY7GP-movDXLjvnnHneW9RKThKv1dUJoEwifElInM37FiE6yiGjvhcw&_hsmi=347675174&utm_content=347675174&utm_source=hs_email
https://ebird.org/gbbc/region/world?utm_campaign=GBBC%202025&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_zuEAIrW1AIkjCkKwibeW4KXUFzVc8mFb_3f_MY7GP-movDXLjvnnHneW9RKThKv1dUJoEwifElInM37FiE6yiGjvhcw&_hsmi=347675174&utm_content=347675174&utm_source=hs_email
https://ebird.org/gbbc/region/world?utm_campaign=GBBC%202025&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_zuEAIrW1AIkjCkKwibeW4KXUFzVc8mFb_3f_MY7GP-movDXLjvnnHneW9RKThKv1dUJoEwifElInM37FiE6yiGjvhcw&_hsmi=347675174&utm_content=347675174&utm_source=hs_email
https://ebird.org/gbbc/region/world?utm_campaign=GBBC%202025&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_zuEAIrW1AIkjCkKwibeW4KXUFzVc8mFb_3f_MY7GP-movDXLjvnnHneW9RKThKv1dUJoEwifElInM37FiE6yiGjvhcw&_hsmi=347675174&utm_content=347675174&utm_source=hs_email
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World Migratory Bird Day

Shared Spaces: Creating Bird-Friendly Cities & Communities

Meet the Red Knot (Calidris canutus), a remarkable long-distance traveler whose epic
migration is increasingly threatened by habitat loss, food shortages, and urban hazards.

As cities expand, birds face growing challenges—from glass collisions to disorienting light
pollution—but there’s hope. Simple changes, like turning off unnecessary lights, using
bird-safe glass, and planting native vegetation, can make a big difference. This year’s

World Migratory Bird Day 2025 theme, “Shared Spaces: Creating Bird-Friendly Cities and
Communities,” calls on all of us to take action. Want to learn more?

https://environmentamericas.org/2025/02/13/making-cities-bird-friendly/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Spread the word. If you know someone that may be interested in
this Newsletter, please forward this email on to them.

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org If you’ve
missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under
the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events
(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar,

hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org)

https://environmentamericas.org/2025/02/13/making-cities-bird-friendly/
https://www.akronaudubon.org/
https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html
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Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can
be found by going to the GAAS website Meeting Archives page: Meeting Archives -

Greater Akron Audubon Society If a virtual meeting was recorded and is available for
watching, there will be a <recording> button that can be selected to link to the recording

on YouTube.

Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org

Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon

Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon
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