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GAAS April Program

Featuring Speaker Denise Ellsworth

Plant by Numbers: Using native Plants to Attract Bees, Birds,
Butterflies & Other Beneficial Creatures

Tuesday, April 22nd 7:00pm

Location:
Goodyear Heights Lodge - West Room


https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/324453/emails/147180600692836215

Goodyear Heights Metro Park
2077 Newton Street
Akron OH 44305

Biography:

Denise directs pollinator education programming through the Ohio State
University Department of Entomology, a position she has held since 2012. In
her Extension and outreach work, Denise supports and teaches beekeepers,

farmers, gardeners and others across the state through a variety of
workshops, webinars, written materials and electronic resources.

Before coming to Entomology, Denise served for 18 years as agriculture and
natural resources county extension educator in the Akron/Canton area with a
focus on horticulture, integrated pest management and environmental
education.

She was also the Garden Writer for the Akron Beacon Journal from 1994 to
2014.

In addition to chasing bees, Denise enjoys gardening, cycling and hiking the
towpath trail along the Tuscarawas River with her husband and dogs.

Abstract:

OSU Pollinator Education Program Director Denise Ellsworth will share her
knowledge from the OSU Bee Lab and introduce the Plant by Numbers
Garden Guides, featuring plants that support birds, butterflies, and other
pollinators.
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Invasive Plant Removal Drop-in

Thursday, April 10, 2025 1:00-3:30 PM

Invasive Plant Removal Drop-in to improve habitat for native plants and
wildlife. Invasive species overcrowd native species, making it difficult for
them to thrive. Your efforts will help improve soil quality, restore native plants,
and create better habitat for native wildlife. Drop-ins are a great opportunity
for both first-time and veteran volunteers to get involved in their national
park.

You will use hand tools such as loppers and saws to remove invasive plants.
Suitable for ages 10 and up. Volunteers who are 10-15 years of age must
have parent or guardian supervision at the project site. Volunteers who are
16-17 years of age are only required to have a parent or guardian sign their

Volunteer Agreement form.

*Advanced registration is required for all individuals. Only volunteers who
pre-registered will be permitted to participate. Outdoor work gloves and eye
protection will be provided, but volunteers are permitted to bring personal
equipment. We will have a water cooler. Please bring a refillable water bottle.

Register

https:/lwww.eventbrite.com/el/invasive-plant-removal-drop-in-april-10-
tickets-1264000823489
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Finding Flowers: Brandywine Gorge


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/invasive-plant-removal-drop-in-april-10-tickets-1264000823489
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Sunday, April 20th, 2025 9:30 - 11:00 am

Join us in looking for early bloomers along the Brandywine Gorge Trail. This
1.5 mile hilly unpaved trail may be muddy, so come prepared.

Free but registration required: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/finding-flowers-
brandywine-gorge-tickets-1108638390269?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Audubon Great Lakes

Demystifying Pte. Mouillee State Game Area Webinar

Virtual Community Event

Friday, March 21st, 12 - 1pm

Join an outreach program from Audubon Great Lakes and Michigan
Department of Natural Resources for a free lunch-hour webinar about Pte.
Mouillee State Game Area--one of southeast Michigan’s premier birding
destinations!

From Black-bellied Plovers to Glossy Ibises--learn about the unique birds
that inhabit this Wetland Wonder and Audubon Important Bird Area,
conservation efforts to support them, and tips to enhance your
visit. https://www.mobilize.us/audubon-great-lakes/event/750805/
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The 2022 Coastal Wetlands Symposium
September 19th - 21st, 2025
at the Kewadin Convention Center

in Sault Ste. Marie, MI.

Great Lakes Coastal Assembly, the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa
Indians, and Audubon Great Lakes.

The Coastal Symposium will feature presentations, networking opportunities,
workshops, and field trips. Over three days, participants will explore the state
of our coastal systems in the face of a rapidly changing climate, discuss
current topics related to coastal wetland management, and provide input on
management and conservation approaches for this upper Great Lakes
setting. Participants will spend time in the classroom and in the field sharing
experiences and best practices for managing coastal waters, vegetation, and
wildlife.
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Medina County Earth Day Festival
Saturday, April 26th, 2025
10 am -4 pm
Buffalo Creek Retreat
8708 Hubbard Valley Road
Seville, OH 44273



Come join the Greater Akron Audubon at this family friendly event.
The goal of this event is to help provide resources for attendees to
become better stewards of the environment.

For more information visit:

https.//www.medinacountyparks.com/index.php/en/special-
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0OO0S Warblers and Wildflowers Weekend 2025
Friday April 25th, 3 pm - Sunday April 27

https:/lohiobirds.orglevents-2/#!event/register/2025/4/25/00s-
warblers-and-wildflowers-weekend-2025

Shawnee Lodge & Conference Center

Friday, April 25 3:00 PM - Registration begins in the Shawnee Lodge &
Conference Center Lobby

4:30 - 5:30 PM - Happy hour in banquet room

5:00 PM - Jenny Richards: Why Shawnee state park area is a biodiversity
hotspot

5:30 - 6:30 PM - Buffet dinner in banquet room
6:15 PM - Speaker,

TBD 8:00 PM - Field Trip to Adams County for Chuck-will’'s-widow or
Mothing


https://www.medinacountyparks.com/index.php/en/special-events
https://www.medinacountyparks.com/index.php/en/special-events
https://ohiobirds.org/events-2/#!event/register/2025/4/25/oos-warblers-and-wildflowers-weekend-2025
https://ohiobirds.org/events-2/#!event/register/2025/4/25/oos-warblers-and-wildflowers-weekend-2025

Saturday, April 26 6:30 AM - Coffee available and pick up lunches in parking
lot (breakfast not provided)

6:45 AM - Meet at designated location for morning field trips
7:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Field trips
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Afternoon birding on your own
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Buffet Dinner in banquet room
6:00 PM - Speaker,

TBD 8:00 PM - Field Trip to Adams County for Chuck-will's-widow or
Mothing

Sunday, April 27 Field Trips “on your own”, possibility of remaining guides
getting groups together. Maps will be provided. MANY PLANNED FIELD
TRIPS.

Visit link for more information: https://ohiobirds.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/01/00S-Warblers-and-wildflowers-2025-itinerary.pdf

Registration Closes on April 18 at 5:00 PM

r

48" Annual Summer Breeding Bird Census
June 6 - 15th, 2025

Call for Area Leaders & Volunteers

At the time of writing, all the territories have coverage this year. Helpers are
still needed in a couple areas. A map of the territories can be found here:


https://ohiobirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/OOS-Warblers-and-wildflowers-2025-itinerary.pdf
https://ohiobirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/OOS-Warblers-and-wildflowers-2025-itinerary.pdf

Summer Census Territories - Greater Akron Audubon Society. This year, the
checklist has been revised and participants are encouraged to use a new
Google form to submit results for easier compiling; these will be coming out
soon. Please reach out to compiler Paul Moser (pmoser16590@yahoo.com)
if you can help during this 10-day period or if you know someone who may
be able to help.

Bird Walks

Birds at Home: Northwest Ohio Birding Hot Spots

Tuesday, April 8, 2025
7 p.m. Eastern Time

Registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yQjtEvdPTLIWalErDKIQ_A#/re
gistration

Presented by Rob Ripma

Join Biggest Week field trip coordinator Rob Ripma to learn all about the best birding
hotspots at the Biggest Week in American Birding. From Point Mouillee in southeast
Michigan to Pipe Creek in Sandusky and everywhere in between, Rob will show you the
spots you should be sure to visit during your time at the festival.


https://www.akronaudubon.org/summer-census-territories.html
mailto:pmoser16590@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yQjtEvdPTLiWaIErDKlQ_A#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yQjtEvdPTLiWaIErDKlQ_A#/registration

Birding Bucket List: Spring Migration
April 11th 3 -4 pm
FASN Visitors Center

From warblers to waterfowl, let's talk about what migrants you'll see this season so you
can check them off your birding bucket list.

Self-guided: Awaiting Warblers
April 15th
FASN Visitors Center

Grab a friend and Hike the 0.9 mile Fernwood Trail through April 29.




Bird Nerds: Warbler ID
April 19th 10:00 - 11:30 am
FASN Visitor Center

Newbies and experts alike are welcome to join our ongoing series to unpack a unique bird
identification challenge each month. After an indoor presentation, we’ll head out to the
field to put our skills to the test.

Spring Wings & Wildflowers
April 26th 1:00 - 3:00 pm

Wetmore Conservation Area

Join a naturalist for a peek at the park district's Wetmore Conservation Area on portions of
Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s Wetmore Trail to see which varieties of birds and spring
wildflowers we can find. We'll hike approximately 2.5 miles, with stream crossings
possible. Binoculars, boots and bug repellent are recommended!




Birding the Bog
April 27th 8:30 - 10:00 am
Springfield Bog Prairie Trail

Join a naturalist to bog around and look for birds! On this 1.6-mile hike, we’ll also discuss
how native prairies and wetland environments support birds and other wildlife. Some
binoculars will be available on a first-come, first-served basis

Spring Migration Warm-Up

April 27th 1:00 - 3:00 pm

Liberty Park Nature Center

Join a naturalist as we get ready for spring migration, warbler season and the Biggest
Week in American Birding! We will review the basics of warbler identification, as well as
other spring migrants. There will be several preserved specimens to provide a bird's eye
view of the species that will be migrating through in the coming weeks. This program is

designed for all levels of birding experience.
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Bird Walk
Saturday, May 10, 2025 7:30 - 10:30 am
Oak Hill Trailhead
3901 Oak Hill Road, Peninsula, OH 44264

Accompany Volunteer Naturalist Dwight Chasar on World Migratory Bird Day to look for
spring migrants. Observe songbirds in hardwood forests and old fields as their migration
comes to a frenzied peak. This 2.5-mile walk is on flat, unpaved trails.
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CVNP Annual Spring Bird Census
Cuyahoga Valley National Park Headquarters:
15610 Vaughn Road, Brecksville, OH 44141
Saturday, May 17, 2025 7:30 am (to sunset)

Be a citizen scientist! Birders of all experience levels are invited to participate in this
annual spring outing, compiling vital population records for natural resource studies.
Census participants will be assigned to a team and hike in small groups on unpaved trails,
recording how many individuals of each species they see.




Birds in the Hills Festival
May 9 - 11, 2025
Camp Oty’Okwa in Hocking County

Appalachian Understories, a Rural Action Social Enterprise based in Appalachian Ohio,
specializes in providing guided experiences that celebrate the rich cultural and natural
heritage of our region. Through our tours, we compensate local historians and naturalists
who share their deep knowledge and stories. Our mission is to preserve local wisdom
while offering enjoyable outdoor recreational activities for both our community and visitors.

We are excited to announce the upcoming Birds in the Hills Festival
You can register and get tickets at the following link:

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-festival-tickets-1096442140959?
aff=oddtdtcreator

This family-friendly birding event will feature guided outings led by local naturalists,
showcasing the diverse avian species of the region. Attendees can look forward to
immersive birding experiences, accompanied by local food, music, and camping. The
festival aims to not only promote birding but also to support our mission of preserving local
knowledge, fostering a sense of place, promoting community health, and boosting regional
economic vitality through guided tours.

Bird species that attendees may encounter include various warblers such as worm-eating,
hooded, cerulean, black-throated green, prothonotary, blue-winged, magnolia, and
blackburnian. Other notable species include the hermit thrush, rose-breasted grosbeak,
and wood thrush.

News You Can Use


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birds-in-the-hills-festival-tickets-1096442140959?aff=oddtdtcreator
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A Sweeping New Report Shows U.S. Birds Declining Sharply Across a Range of
Habitats

Scientists checked in on species all over the country for the latest State of the Birds
report. Nearly everywhere they looked, birds were struggling—including some that have
been resilient in the past.

To read the whole report, click the link below:

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/sweeping-new-report-shows-us-birds-declining-
sharply-across-range-habitats?ms=policy-adv-email-ea-x-
engagement 20250313_advisory&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=
engagement_20250313_advisory&emci=52b1d29¢-3900-f011-90cd-
0022482a9fb7&emdi=0192cd4e-4200-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=1519921

PRESERVETHEVALLEY.COM
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When can | clean up my garden...and still protect beneficial insects?

The following IS A COMPILATION OF INFORMATION FROM TWO SOURCES:

Mary Ellen Ellis

https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/garden-how-to/info/when-to-start-spring-garden-
cleaning.htm

Amara Dunn

https://blogs.cornell.edu/biocontrolbytes/2021/04/20/when-can-i-clean-up-my-gardenand-
still-protect-beneficial-insects/

Both agree that Fall is NOT the time to ‘tidy’ up your yard because too many insects
including the much needed insects, pollinators, food for birds and a healthy ecosystem
need the debris and stalks for protection.

Dunn says with the exception of removing and disposing of diseased or insect-infested
plants (especially annuals), let your garden rest in the fall. Pristinely-raked garden beds
remove this shelter.

Start you clean-up in mid-April or May in our area. To be extra safe, wait until you are
ready to plant tomatoes (when night temperatures are consistently above 50° F).

Watch out for chrysalises and cocoons when pruning back shrubs and other woody
material. If a branch hosts one of these, leave it in place for now.

Comprises-

if you feel like you absolutely can't wait to do some garden clean-up, change how you
dispose of the debris you remove. Cut back last-year’s dead stems and pile them loosely
in a corner of your yard (rather than bagging them and taking or sending them to a
compost facility). Insects that have yet to emerge from the stems can still do so don't
smother the soil in beds with mulch until it is generally warm to avoid blocking in-ground
nesting bees and other insects. You might also consider making or purchasing a sign that
lets your neighbors know why you are keeping your garden looks unconventional. It could
spark some interesting conversations, and maybe you'll start a new trend! You can start
with GAAS’ Homegrown National Park sign.

Another good source is: https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/18-
014_02_Natural-Nesting-Overwintering-FS_web.pdf
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Meet the 'wooly devil,’ a new plant species discovered in Big Bend
National Park

Say hello to the wooly devil. The type of sunflower is a new plant species, identified in Big
Bend National Park in Texas.

Ovicula biradiata, as it is formally known, is especially notable for being the simultaneous
discovery of a new species and genus.

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/26/nx-s1-5308248/wooly-devil-new-species-genus-big-bend

Butterfly numbers have fallen by nearly a quarter since 2000

In the United States, perhaps no bug has been counted as often as the butterfly.

"There's a lot of passion for them, they're very charismatic," says Collin Edwards, a
guantitative ecologist at the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. That passion
sparked scores of volunteers to spend hundreds of thousands of hours over the past
several decades monitoring butterflies.

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/06/nx-s1-5317535/butterfly-numbers-have-fallen-by-nearly-a-
quarter-since-2000
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For microplastics in baby seabirds, what doesn't kill you causes organ
failure

New research shows that ingesting plastic can cause organ dysfunction and other health
problems in birds.

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/15/nx-s1-5325302/for-microplastics-in-baby-seabirds-what-
doesnt-kill-you-causes-organ-failure

Spread the word. If you know someone that may be interested in this
Newsletter please forward this email on to them.

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org If you've
missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under
the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs and
events (including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird
Calendar, hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR
(kirtlandbirdclub.org)

Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can
be found by going to the GAAS website Meeting Archives page: Meeting Archives -
Greater Akron Audubon Society If a virtual meeting was recorded and is available for
watching, there will be a <recording> button that can be selected to link to the recording
on YouTube.

Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org

Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon
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Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon

Greater Akron Audubon Society

P.O. Box 19190, Akron OH 44319 info@akronaudubon.org
United States of America
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