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Himelright Lodge, 
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Cascade Valley Metro Park
1212 Cuyahoga St, Akron, OH 44313

Biography:

Ian Adams is an environmental photographer, writer and educator
specializing in Ohio's natural, rural, historical and garden areas. Twenty-three

books of his color photography have been published, including Ohio: A
Bicentennial Portrait, Our First Family’s Home: The Ohio Governor’s
Residence & Heritage Garden, Backroads of Ohio, The Floridas, and
Cuyahoga Valley National Park. A Photographer’s Guide to Ohio was

released by Ohio University Press in June, 2011. Volume 2 of A
Photographer's Guide to Ohio was published in May, 2015, followed by a

centennial edition of Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens, which was released by the
University of Akron Press in June, 2015. His latest book, This Place of

Silence: Ohio’s Cemeteries & Burial Grounds, co-photographed with Randall
Schieber, with text by Robin Smith, was released by Ohio University Press in

Summer, 2024. Ian has produced more than sixty Ohio calendars and
conducted more than 200 seminars and workshops in nature, garden, and

digital photography throughout North America. He was an adjunct professor
at Ohio State University’s Agricultural Technical Institute in Wooster, Ohio

where he taught digital photography from 2010 to 2019. He shares his home
in Cuyahoga Falls with two cats, Spicer and Maddie, and an assortment of

cameras.

Abstract:

2025 is the 50th anniversary of my arrival in Cleveland, Ohio as an English
immigrant in June, 1975. It is also my 35th year as a full-time Ohio landscape

and nature photographer, writer and educator. During this time I have
photographed more trees than any other subject, and later this year I will

self-publish a new book, Trees: A Photographic Celebration, featuring about
100 of my favorite tree photographs, many of them taken in Ohio, including
images from Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Cleveland and Summit County
Metroparks, Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens, and The Holden Arboretum. I met

Bert Szabo during the late 1970s, and in 1985 Bert hired me to produce
seasonal photographs of a woodland scene at Seiberling Naturealm to be

used to produce large murals at the new Nature Center, as well as a poster
of hikers in Gorge Metropark for the Akron Metropolitan Park District. I will

include these images in my program. ​

I will bring copies of my recent books to share with the GAAS members on
May 27, 2025. I have fond memories of Bert Szabo and will share a few of
them at the program. OSU Pollinator Education Program Director Denise



Ellsworth will share her knowledge from the OSU Bee Lab and introduce the
Plant by Numbers Garden Guides, featuring plants that support birds,

butterflies, and other pollinator

Bert Szabo and His Legacy

​Bert was appointed the first chief naturalist at the Akron
Metropolitan Park District, precursor to Summit Metro Parks, in

1963. He helped get the first Fall Hiking Spree started in 1964 and
connected people to the parks for over 30 years, as a naturalist

and as an engaged volunteer. He was instrumental in getting the
Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area (later designated as a

National Park in 2000) established in 1974. He served on the
boards of numerous conservation organizations and had a natural

curiosity and fascination with nature.
An avid birder, he served for over 20 years as Christmas Bird

Count compiler for Greater Akron Audubon Society. He ended his
career in 1991, with the following statement in Green Islands

Newsletter (now Magazine):

​“The pollution of our planet, the loss of forests, plants and animals
must be our major concern. They are biological time clocks ticking off

the time when man may no longer persevere. We cannot separate
natural history from human history -- each is dependent upon the other.

Protecting our environment is essential for the health and welfare of
future generations. It is my hope that I have contributed somewhat to

this endeavor.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

11th Annual Optics Fling 

June 6: 9am - 6 pm & 

June 7: 8 am - 4 pm



Friday presentations: Greg Miller-Big Year and Jeff Bouton-Worldwide
Photographic Big Year

Saturday Field Trips, door prizes, optics sale, used and discounted. Time &
Optics, 6954 CR77, Millersburg 44654

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Native Plant Festival

May 17th @ 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Munroe Falls/Lake Area

Kick off summer at the 4th annual Native Plant Festival, presented by
Wayside Furniture! Learn how to welcome wildlife into your yard with

beautiful and beneficial native plants. Join Summit Metro Parks staff, local
native plant nurseries and partner organizations to discover the vital role of
native plants in our ecosystem. itors can receive a FREE seedling or seed

packet, while supplies last.

Two programs will take place at the event:

• 10 – 11 am | Edible Native Plants for the Home Landscape

• 11 am – 12 pm | More Than Milkweed

Additionally, visitors can enjoy live music by Jen Maurer & Bill Lestock (10:00
am – 12:30 pm) and Hot Djang (12:45- 3:15 pm). Food will be available for
purchase from Rabbit Food (vegan) and Henry’s Creamery (gluten-free and

vegan options available).

https://www.summitmetroparks.org/program-events/edible-native-plants-for-the-home-landscape/
https://www.summitmetroparks.org/program-events/more-than-milkweed/


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Secret Life of Trees

May 18 @ 3:00 – 4:30 pm

Cascade Valley/Oxbow Area

They’re tall, they’re silent, they’re beautiful — but what really is a tree? Join a
naturalist to learn about the wonder of trees as we hike along the wooded

1.2-mile Oxbow Trail. Be prepared for steep hills.

Wetland Walk

May 18th @ 10:00 – 11:00 am 

Goodyear Heights/Pioneer Area

Spring is here, summer is fast approaching and now is the time for birds and
amphibians! Join a naturalist for a walk on Alder Trail to view the beautiful

wetland area as nature begins to fully bloom.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Moth Night

May 31 @ 9:00 – 11:00 pm 

Riding Run Conservation Area

2247 Everett Rd. Peninsula, OH 44264 

Join a naturalist to discover the diversity and beauty of our local moths. You’ll
be amazed by the wide range of colors, sizes and shapes found in these

underappreciated lepidopterans. Learn to identify different types of moths,
including pug, slug, dagger, silk and sphinx moths. You’ll also find out what a
moth garden is and why it’s beneficial. Bug spray is recommended and bring

a flashlight and camera if you’d like to take photos.

REPEATED June 13, 9:30 pm at Deep Lock Quarry

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Introducing BSBO's First Morning Flight Count Project

Spanning March 1 to May 31, this project is designed to capture a full season
of standardized data documenting active, visible migration over a designated
site on the Metzger Marsh Wildlife Area. This data will be used primarily for

BSBO research projects, and the count itself will serve as an avenue for
public outreach and communications work. https://www.bsbo.org/morning-

flight-count.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

OOS Board Rejects Industrial Activities in Ohio State Parks

In response to concerns expressed by our members and other birding
organizations in Ohio, the OOS Board of Directors decided it was our role to

take a leadership position and formally take a stand on specific issues
related to fracking in Ohio.

https://www.bsbo.org/morning-flight-count.html
https://www.bsbo.org/morning-flight-count.html


While the state of Ohio is desperate for funding, Ohio’s birders are stepping
up to say fracking and timbering in our state parks is not an appropriate

solution to our monetary short falls. While many Ohioans are unaware of the
gravity of this situation, more than a year has passed since the passage of

HB 133 (Ohio State’s Biennial Budget Bill), which opened Ohio’s State Parks
to oil and gas drilling and provisions for commercial logging. Public records
show officials have been working to abide by the mandates of this new law:

inventorying and classifying state owned parcels; checking titles; and
clearing any encumbrances. All of these actions are to move forward on the
drilling and logging of state parks and public lands. https://ohiobirds.org/bird-

conservation/fracking-and-logging-in-ohio-state-parks/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Behind the (Birding) Scenes on the Show 

‘The Residence’

By Kenn Kaufman

Published April 08, 2025

A new Netflix miniseries, The Residence, launched in late
March has Kaufman is one of the consultant

A madcap comedy/murder mystery set in the White House, it quickly drew
fans for its ingenious plot, snappy dialogue, and memorable acting. But

birdwatchers took note for an extra reason. The show’s main character is not
only the world’s greatest detective—she’s also an avid birder. Insights and
skills gained from birding help her spot clues and solve cases. Full article:

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/behind-birding-scenes-show-residence

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://ohiobirds.org/bird-conservation/fracking-and-logging-in-ohio-state-parks/
https://ohiobirds.org/bird-conservation/fracking-and-logging-in-ohio-state-parks/
https://www.audubon.org/people/kenn-kaufman
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/behind-birding-scenes-show-residence


The Biggest Week in American Birding

May 9 - 18th

Oak Harbor, Ohio

The Summary Schedule is now available! This allows for an easy day-by-day
outline of all of the exciting activities happening at the Biggest Week! As we

get ready for registration to open, use this document to make your list of
most-wanted events!

https://www.biggestweekinamericanbirding.com/summary-schedule.html

https://www.biggestweekinamericanbirding.com/summary-schedule.html


48th Annual Summer Breeding Bird Census

June 6 – 15th, 2025

Call for Area Leaders & Volunteers

At the time of writing, there is one territory needing coverage this year.  A
map of the territories can be found here: Summer Census Territories -

Greater Akron Audubon Society.  There are a number of leaders requesting
help in their Areas. This year, the checklist has been revised and participants

are encouraged to use a new Google form to submit results for easier
compiling; these will be coming out soon. Please reach out to compiler Paul
Moser (pmoser16590@yahoo.com) if you can help during this 10-day period

or if you know someone who may be able to help.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Walks

REGIONAL BIRD CALENDAR
​hosted by the Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio

Check out the Kirtland Bird Calendar at the following location for a list of Spring
Bird walks.

https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.akronaudubon.org/summer-census-territories.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/summer-census-territories.html
mailto:pmoser16590@yahoo.com
https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html


Spring Bird Stroll

May 24 @ 8:00 – 10:00 am 

Cascade Valley/Valley View Area

For some folks, spring means birds. We are those folks! Join a naturalist on a guided hike
to see which bird species are present at the Valley View Area during the late stages of

migration. Bring binoculars and a field guide if you’ve got ’em!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Women in Birding Hike

May 31 @ 9:00 – 10:30 am

Firestone/Tuscarawas Meadows Area

All are welcome to celebrate women birders and female birds on the 1.6-mile Willow Trail.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Queer Birders Walk

June 7 @ 1:30 – 3:30 pm 

Silver Creek/Lake House Area

Celebrate Pride Month with a birding walk on the 1.2-mile Pheasant Run Trail. Birder or
not, queer or ally, doesn’t matter — all are welcome! Join us for a fun and informative walk
then stick around to socialize and enjoy some snacks at Sherman Shelter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CVNP Annual Spring Bird Census

Cuyahoga Valley National Park Headquarters: 15610 Vaughn 

Road, Brecksville, OH 44141

Saturday, May 17, 2025 7:30am - sunset

Be a citizen scientist! Birders of all experience levels are invited to participate in this
annual spring outing, compiling vital population records for natural resource studies.



Census participants will be assigned to a team and hike in small groups on unpaved trails,
recording how many individuals of each species they see.

Contact: Boston Mill Visitor Center 440-717-3890

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Walk

Cuyahoga Valley National Park

Oak Hill Trailhead: 

3901 Oak Hill Road, Peninsula, OH 44264

Saturday, May 10, 2025 7:30 - 10:30 am

Accompany Volunteer Naturalist Dwight Chasar on World Migratory Bird Day to look for
spring migrants. Observe songbirds in hardwood forests and old fields as their migration

comes to a frenzied peak. This 2.5-mile walk is on flat, unpaved trails.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bird Walk

Ledges Trailhead: 



405 Truxell Road, Peninsula, OH 44264

Saturday, June 14, 2025

7:30 - 10:00 am

Volunteer Naturalist Dwight Chasar leads a bird walk along the 2.2-mile unpaved, rocky
Ledges Trail. We’ll search for nesting northern specialties such as the winter wren,

Acadian flycatcher, and black-throated green warbler. Meet at Ledges Shelter parking lot.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BIRD WALKS

May 3 - May 31; 7:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Firestone Metro Park, Tuscarawas Meadows Area

2620 Harrington Rd., Akron, OH 44319

Saturdays at Firestone start on May 3 and continue through May 31! Think in terms of a
gathering of friends who enjoy birding together. There are always several very good

birders present and we all help one another find and identify species. Meet at the bridge
nearest the Tuscarawas Meadows parking lot. The first leg of the walk is always along the
feeder race and we walk slowly, so it is easy for late arrivals to find us. Birders can arrive
and leave at any time, and the trails are well groomed (but can be wet and muddy) and

flat. Bring binoculars and birding geniality. For any questions about the walk, contact Ned
DeLamatre at ndelamatre@gmail.com.

GAAS will be at several events-stop by and join us, always need volunteers!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



News You Can Use

Support Ohio's Wildlife!

The 2025 Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp is available for purchase.

Buying an Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp allows wildlife enthusiasts the opportunity to
directly impact the future of Ohio’s native animals. For $15 you’ll receive a collectible

stamp, window cling, and commemorative card.

Fourteen dollars of every $15 Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp sold are invested in the state’s
Wildlife Diversity Fund. This fund supports habitat restoration, wildlife and habitat research

projects, creation of wildlife educational materials, and efforts that restore and conserve
endangered and threatened species. No state tax dollars are contributed to this fund.

The stamp proceeds support:

habitat restoration, land purchases and conservation easements

keeping common species common

endangered & threatened native species

educational products for students and wildlife enthusiasts

wildlife and habitat research projects

https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/gifts-and-mechandise/wildl...?

https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/gifts-and-mechandise/wildlife-legacy-stamp


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Alvars Offer Glimpse of Natural and Cultural History

At first glance, the bare rock, gravel and cracked surface and occasional piles of rubble
seen at Lakeside Daisy State Nature Preserve may surprise first-time visitors, but there’s

a wealth of life tucked in crevices and spread across the alvar habitat protected at this
site. Located on Marblehead Peninsula in Ottawa County, the harsh landscape also
protects one of Ohio’s botanical treasures—the bright yellow blooms of the Lakeside

daisy.

https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/nature-
preserves/newsletter/spring-2025-issue/alvars

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/lakeside-daisy-state-nature-preserve
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/nature-preserves/newsletter/spring-2025-issue/alvars
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/nature-preserves/newsletter/spring-2025-issue/alvars


From coal to community forest: 

how one Ohio organization is reclaiming former mine land

The woods behind Weston Lombard’s farm in Athens County is expansive.

“If you look around, we're just surrounded by oak trees and hickory trees and walnuts,” he
said.

Birds dance through tangles of branches that reach toward the sky. A tiny snail curls up on
the ground.

But it wasn’t always this way.

https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-18/from-coal-to-community-forest-how-one-ohio-
organization-is-reclaiming-former-mine-land?

utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=c046ca0eb-
WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-c046ca0ebc-

284669861&mc_cid=c046ca0ebc&mc_eid=beda2071e4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

An Ohio conservation program makes protecting the state’s forests more
profitable

In a swampy wooded area in Athens County, David Funk moves swiftly past sycamores
coming-of-age, and the frogs belting below them, to a small stand of walnut trees.

With the snip of his pruning shears, he clears off a low-hanging branch. It may seem
destructive, but it’s a part of Funk’s forest management plan.

https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-18/from-coal-to-community-forest-how-one-ohio-organization-is-reclaiming-former-mine-land?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=c046ca0ebc-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-c046ca0ebc-284669861&mc_cid=c046ca0ebc&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-18/from-coal-to-community-forest-how-one-ohio-organization-is-reclaiming-former-mine-land?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=c046ca0ebc-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-c046ca0ebc-284669861&mc_cid=c046ca0ebc&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-18/from-coal-to-community-forest-how-one-ohio-organization-is-reclaiming-former-mine-land?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=c046ca0ebc-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-c046ca0ebc-284669861&mc_cid=c046ca0ebc&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-18/from-coal-to-community-forest-how-one-ohio-organization-is-reclaiming-former-mine-land?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=c046ca0ebc-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-c046ca0ebc-284669861&mc_cid=c046ca0ebc&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-18/from-coal-to-community-forest-how-one-ohio-organization-is-reclaiming-former-mine-land?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=c046ca0ebc-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-c046ca0ebc-284669861&mc_cid=c046ca0ebc&mc_eid=beda2071e4


“We could easily cut all of these lower limbs,” Funk said, rattling the lesser limbs. “Then
give it five years and the tree will seal those wounds. It'll be smooth and just a beautiful

growing tree.”

https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-21/an-ohio-conservation-program-makes-protecting-
the-states-forests-more-profitable?

utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=3b08bcfa74-
WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-3b08bcfa74-

284669861&mc_cid=3b08bcfa74&mc_eid=beda2071e4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This week in science: origins of life, birds speech, and how TikTok gets
ADHD wrong

In this week's Short Wave roundup, Berly McCoy and Regina Barber talk about the origins
of life on Earth, what bird brains illuminate about human speech and how ADHD is

mischaracterized on TikTok.

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/20/nx-s1-5328659/this-week-in-science-origins-of-life-birds-
speech-and-how-tiktok-gets-adhd-wrong

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Skies come alive each spring at Montana's Freezeout Lake

https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-21/an-ohio-conservation-program-makes-protecting-the-states-forests-more-profitable?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=3b08bcfa74-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-3b08bcfa74-284669861&mc_cid=3b08bcfa74&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-21/an-ohio-conservation-program-makes-protecting-the-states-forests-more-profitable?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=3b08bcfa74-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-3b08bcfa74-284669861&mc_cid=3b08bcfa74&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-21/an-ohio-conservation-program-makes-protecting-the-states-forests-more-profitable?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=3b08bcfa74-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-3b08bcfa74-284669861&mc_cid=3b08bcfa74&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-21/an-ohio-conservation-program-makes-protecting-the-states-forests-more-profitable?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=3b08bcfa74-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-3b08bcfa74-284669861&mc_cid=3b08bcfa74&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.ideastream.org/2025-03-21/an-ohio-conservation-program-makes-protecting-the-states-forests-more-profitable?utm_source=Ideastream+Public+Media&utm_campaign=3b08bcfa74-WIR_02_23_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_398dc8223d-3b08bcfa74-284669861&mc_cid=3b08bcfa74&mc_eid=beda2071e4
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/20/nx-s1-5328659/this-week-in-science-origins-of-life-birds-speech-and-how-tiktok-gets-adhd-wrong
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/20/nx-s1-5328659/this-week-in-science-origins-of-life-birds-speech-and-how-tiktok-gets-adhd-wrong


CHOTEAU, Mont. — Each spring, near the tiny town of Choteau, Mont., population 2,000,
the sky comes alive. Huge flocks of migrating geese, swans and other birds swoop in for a
rest on their long migration from as far south as Mexico to summer and nest in the Arctic

Circle.

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/24/nx-s1-5333842/montanas-skies-come-alive-with-spring-
bird-migration

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

What we know about the big bee die-off this year

This year, commercial beekeepers in the U.S. lost about 60% of their bees – more than
double average losses. What do those losses mean for beekeepers, and what do we

know about the cause?

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5345855/what-we-know-about-the-big-bee-die-off-
this-year

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Birds are changing their ranges in response to warming climate

A lot of birds are shifting their range in response to warmer temperatures. That means bird
watchers are seeing new species in their yards.

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/24/nx-s1-5333842/montanas-skies-come-alive-with-spring-bird-migration
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/24/nx-s1-5333842/montanas-skies-come-alive-with-spring-bird-migration
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5345855/what-we-know-about-the-big-bee-die-off-this-year
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5345855/what-we-know-about-the-big-bee-die-off-this-year


https://www.npr.org/2025/04/10/nx-s1-5342677/birds-are-changing-their-ranges-in-
response-to-warming-climate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A new study finds crows can recognize geometric shapes

A new study shows that like humans, crows can recognize geometric regularity, making
them the first nonhuman animal known to have this ability.

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/11/nx-s1-5355849/a-new-study-finds-crows-can-recognize-
geometric-shapes

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

When the woodpecker you're mad at is yourself

Woodpeckers are vandalizing car window and mirrors in the town of Rockport, Mass.

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/15/nx-s1-5365946/when-the-woodpecker-youre-mad-at-is-
yourself

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/10/nx-s1-5342677/birds-are-changing-their-ranges-in-response-to-warming-climate
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/10/nx-s1-5342677/birds-are-changing-their-ranges-in-response-to-warming-climate
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/11/nx-s1-5355849/a-new-study-finds-crows-can-recognize-geometric-shapes
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/11/nx-s1-5355849/a-new-study-finds-crows-can-recognize-geometric-shapes
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/15/nx-s1-5365946/when-the-woodpecker-youre-mad-at-is-yourself
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/15/nx-s1-5365946/when-the-woodpecker-youre-mad-at-is-yourself


Tool use by a wild Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)

We provide photographic documentation of an adult Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) in an
apparent attempt to use a piece of bark to extract a spider that appeared to be hiding

beneath a different piece of bark on the branch of a pine tree. Although Blue Jays were
observed using tools to obtain food in captivity over 50 years ago, this is the first report of

Blue Jay tool use in the wild.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15594491.2025.2464378

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Spread the word. If you know someone that may be interested in this Newsletter
please forward this email on to them.

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org If you’ve
missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under
the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events
(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar,

hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org)

Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can
be found by going to the GAAS website Meeting Archives page: Meeting Archives -

Greater Akron Audubon Society If a virtual meeting was recorded and is available for
watching, there will be a <recording> button that can be selected to link to the recording

on YouTube.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15594491.2025.2464378
https://www.akronaudubon.org/
https://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html
https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html
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