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Welcome to a new season of program meetings with our local chapter of
National Audubon Society, now in its 88th year. Our meetings are always free
and open to the public and we encourage all who are interested to attend. This
eNews is issued twice each month, September through June (once in
December) and features live and virtual programs and events listings and other
bird and conservation-related news. We invite all who are passionate about
birds and their conservation to connect with our board to assist with various
functional aspects so that our grass-roots organization may remain an
uninterrupted, viable entity.

Upcoming Programs and Events

Ask an Ornithologist: The Mysteries of Migration
(A Webinar featuring Dr. Kevin McGowan)
Monday, September 12, 2022 12:00 p.m.
Have you ever wondered what triggers migration, how birds navigate, or what hazards they
face? Join us for an open Q&A session all about bird migration, with renowned
ornithologist Dr. Kevin J. McGowan. Learn the answers to your questions, right in the midst
of migration season! Submit questions in advance when you register, or live during the
webinar. Closed captioning will be provided. This webinar will be recorded and posted
within 1–2 days on the Migration Celebration website. Registrants will also receive a link
to watch the recording at the conclusion of our Migration Celebration, even if they can't
attend!

This webinar is part of Cornell Lab’s annual Migration Celebration. This webinar will be
streamed live to Facebook. You do not need a Facebook account to view! Register to
receive an email reminder for the stream and a recording link after Migration Celebration
has ended: Webinar Registration: Ask an Ornithologist (allaboutbirds.org)
Cornell Lab of Ornithology has organized a full schedule of free live and virtual events
during Migration Celebration, a 10-day festival. The Lab invites everyone to join the fun
and learn something new—September 12 – 22. View the entire Migration Celebration
schedule here Migration Celebration 2022 | Birds, Cornell Lab of Ornithology
More online resources from Cornell Lab of Ornithology:
The Basics of Bird Migration: How, Why, and Where | All About Birds (allaboutbirds.org)
Riveted by Raptors: A Look at Migration | Bird Academy • The Cornell Lab
(allaboutbirds.org);
Why Birds Hit Windows—and How You Can Help Prevent It | All About Birds All About
Birds.

ABC Birding Webinar: Can't-Miss Spots for Fall Migration
Tuesday, September 20, 2022 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Got the urge to Travel? Or plan for future travel? Get insider tips on some of the best
places to enjoy birds this fall across the U.S. You'll learn from ABC staff in the Pacific
Northwest, Central Texas, the Gulf Coast, and the Appalachian Mountains region. They’ll
go over key habitats and species in each region, favorite spots to visit, when to go, and
what ABC is doing to keep migratory birds coming back. If you can’t attend during the live
presentation, please register using the following link: ABC Birding: Can't-Miss Spots

for Fall Migration (abcbirds.org) If you can’t make it, you can still RSVP to receive the
recording after the event.

GAAS September Program Meeting (Live)
Becca Zak
Fall into Native Landscaping
Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Mingo Lodge in Sand Run Metro Park
1501 Sand Run Parkway, Akron, OH 44313

Planning our home landscapes with nature in mind is imperative to solving the biodiversity
crisis we find ourselves in. Becca purchased her Stow property in 2016 not for the 560
square foot house, but for the sterile quarter acre that it was built on. What was once 100%
manicured Kentucky bluegrass and an old silver maple tree is now an area of ecological
importance. A designated Monarch Waystation and certified Audubon Bird-Friendly
Habitat, Becca's yard is an ever-evolving piece of art she hopes will inspire current and
future land owners to ditch convention and take a walk on the wild side.

Bird Walks
Greater Akron Audubon Bird Walk: Fall Migrants
Sunday, September 18, 2022 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.
Cascade Valley Summit Metro Park – Valley View Area
1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron, OH 44313

Birders have already reported 148 species of birds in this new Metro Park opened to the
public one year ago. The park features a large grassland, wetlands, forest and the
Cuyahoga River. The trails are mostly flat and easy to walk and length will be a little over
one mile. Mark your calendars for more walks in October – same time, same place –
Saturday, October 1st and October 15th. For any questions about the walk, contact Ned
DeLamatre at ndelamatre@gmail.com

Quarry Birds
Thursday, September 22, 2022 8:00 – 9:30 a.m.
Deep Lock Quarry Summit Metro Park
5779 Riverview Road, Peninsula, OH 44264
Bring your binoculars to witness the fall migration with a naturalist from Summit Metro
Parks.

News From This Summer
Ohio Supreme Court Approves Icebreaker Wind Project in Lake Erie in 6 –
1 Decision
The Ohio Supreme Court ruled Wednesday morning, August 10th, that the Ohio Power
Siting Board lawfully approved the six-turbine, 20.7-megawatt Icebreaker Wind
demonstration project proposed for Lake Erie. Justice Sharon Kennedy, who is running for
Chief Justice as a Republican on Nov. 8, was the only justice to dissent. The company
developing Icebreaker Wind says it can now find more customers for the electricity and
eventually start construction of what will be the first freshwater, offshore wind project in
North America. The turbines would be eight to ten miles off the Lake Erie coast, near
Cleveland. The siting board has stipulated over 30 conditions that Icebreaker must meet,
including monitoring of wildlife activity before and after construction from April 1 through
Nov. 15 each year. Before construction, radar must be installed on a barge. The board also
is requiring collision mitigation technology be installed before turbine operations can begin.
However, a requirement that the operation of the turbine blades be curtailed from dusk to
dawn between March 1 to Nov. 1 each year to mitigate the killing of migrating birds and
bats was removed. Source: Laura Hancock, cleveland.com Published: Aug. 10, 2022,
11:12 a.m. and updated Aug. 10, 2022, 12:47 p.m.

Celebrating Audubon Chapters across the Great Lakes Region
Our chapter participated in the 2022 Gathering of Audubon Great Lakes (AGL), a virtual
event that included a lineup of speakers from Audubon and chapter members from across
the region who shared how conservation and advocacy are helping birds across the fivestate Great Lakes area. [On a sad note, Congresswoman Jackie Walorski (R-IN-02)
shared a welcome message of support for Audubon’s volunteers and chapter members
who are working to protect birds across the Great Lakes region; less than two months later
she and two of her assistants were tragically killed in a head-on auto accident in Indiana.]
The event culminated in the inaugural announcement of the Alan Dolan Conservation
Advocacy Award. The bi-annual award is named in honor of the late Alan Dolan, who
served as the Chapter president of Canton Audubon Society for 30 years and was the
regional director for Mississippi Flyway North for National Audubon Society’s board of
directors for eight years. Read about the inspiring event in this AGL Blog
post: Celebrating Audubon Chapters across the Great Lakes Region | Audubon Great
Lakes GAAS also held a bird walk in conjunction with the online event the next day at
Summit Lake Nature Center and supplied attendees with Feather Friendly® window
markers for preventing bird-window collisions. The easy-to-use, scientifically-proven tapes
make glass visible to birds while remaining unobtrusive to humans.

Ohio Photographers Among the Top 100 of the 2022 Audubon
Photography Awards

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and Peregrine Falcon by Chris Saladin /2022 Audubon Photography Awards

Audubon Great Lakes news proudly congratulated photographers from our five-state area
who were featured in the Top 100 of Audubon's 13th annual Audubon Photography
Awards. Among the more notable Ohioans were Chris Saladin (yes, she’s half of C&C
who advocate for Peregrine Falcons in northeast Ohio), Alexander Eisengart, and Christy
Frank. Almost 2,500 photographers from Canada and the United States submitted nearly
10,000 photographs and videos to Audubon's 13th annual Audubon Photography
Awards. See details and anecdotes for these Ohio entrants at photo numbers 19, 32 and
64, and 3, respectively at: The 2022 Audubon Photography Awards: The Top 100 |
Audubon

Ploverville
In case you didn’t recognize Christy Frank’s name mentioned in the item above, she is a
photographer and filmmaker from the Toledo area. Her debut film was shot last summer,
documenting the saga of Nellie and Nish, the first pair of Piping Plovers to nest in Ohio, at
Maumee Bay State Park, in 83 years. Her 20-minute film premiered in May at Black
Swamp Bird Observatory’s Biggest Week in American Birding and captures the story of
Nellie and Nish and their four chicks and the many passionate volunteers who came out for
weeks to safeguard them.

Coming up are two more chances to see the film: September 17, 2022: Peggy Notebaert
Nature Museum in Chicago and October 20, 2022: Toledo Lucas County Public Library in
Toledo, Ohio. Both screenings are in-person events. For more information, see About PLOVERVILLE.

Sherwin-Williams Company Headquarters and Migratory Birds
The City of Cleveland Planning Committee held a scheduled meeting on Friday, June 3
with Sherwin-Williams on the Agenda. Patricia Kellner, President of Kirtland Bird Club,
spoke on behalf of Northeast Ohio Bird Coalition and birders for the allotted 3-minute
comment period about the need to prevent bird-building collisions due to night lighting and
glass transparency. Sherwin-Williams is now receptive to post-construction bird-window
collision deterrents on the lower seven levels of their new structure (no use of bird-friendly
glass). Thank you to all from our area who wrote emails and letters to the Cleveland
Planning Commission and the Cuyahoga County Planners last November; our collective
voices made a difference.
Over the summer, Dr. Kellner met with Matt Shumar of the Ohio Bird Conservation
Initiative (OBCI) and Tim Jasinski of Lights Out Cleveland and the Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center, for a walk with Cuyahoga County Councilwoman Sunny Simon to look at
some of the buildings that are hazardous to birds and talked about ways to reduce birdwindow collisions. Councilwoman Simon and her staff wanted to understand exactly what
measures needed to be taken to retrofit County Buildings and have since pledged to have
bird-safe decals installed on County Buildings where there are windows of concern.
In another meeting, Matt Shumar and Tim Jasinski met with representatives of Rocket
Mortgage Field House (RMFH). Lights Out Cleveland has identified a newer portion of
RMFH, as particularly hazardous for migratory birds during spring and fall migration
seasons, due to its highly reflective glass and night lighting. The representatives listened to
Matt and Tim about remedial measures they can take to reduce the number of bird strikes.
Dr. Kellner shared with members of Kirtland Bird Club that it was heartening to see
government, business, and non-profits work together on the issue of bird safety.

News You Can Use
Coming Soon to your USPS Mailbox
For those readers who are members of National Audubon Society or who have ordered
bird seed through our annual seed sale in the past, please look for our annual postcard
featuring the order form for the 2022 Wild Bird Seed Sale and announcement of the 2022 –
2023 monthly chapter meeting programs. For those who receive this eNews electronically
only, the order form can also be found on our website: Greater Akron Audubon Society
annual wild bird seed sale Sticker shock warning: Just as prices for our human food has
risen, so has the cost of bird seed. Please consider donating a bag of sunflower seed to
the UA Field Station or making a small donation to our chapter. We are one of very few
chapters who do not have annual membership dues. Your participation and contribution of
voluntary efforts are also valuable assets our chapter could put to good use.
Please notice that our mailing address has recently changed and is reflected on the new
order form and on our website: P.O. Box 19190, Akron, OH 44319

A Message Shared from Preserve the Valley:
Because Mayor Horrigan has not yet made a decision about the future of the Theiss
Woods parcel, this Preserve the Valley newsletter offers more food for thought as Midwest
U.S. cities such as Akron look more and more attractive to folks who are experiencing the
effects of climate change. Please take a look: Cuyahoga Valley & Climate Change
(wix.com) It’s not too late to help shape the trajectory of our quality of life for all species in
this century and next.

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA) Update
On June 14, 2022 the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 2773 (231 – 190). Now
our help is needed to get it passed in the Senate (S. 2372). Roughly one-third of
America’s wildlife species are imperiled or vulnerable to some degree. Ohio stands to
benefit with about $20 Million that would be dedicated to help restore wildlife populations
that are in need of protection (over 460 species) before they are at imminent risk for
extinction. Senator Portman is one of 40 bi-partisan co-sponsors of the bill that has broadbased support; it appeals to nature lovers and outdoor sports enthusiasts and also gives
power to states and Tribal Nations to decide how to spend the money. The bill will also
require that states contribute 25 percent in matching funds from other sources, such as
license plate sales. The Senate bill is ready for a floor vote that could come before the
end of September. Please let Senator Sherrod Brown know that you support RAWA:
(888)-896-6446

One bird species currently on Ohio’s Listed Species: American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus
Photo: Bob Burns, May 2, 2021 at CVNP Beaver Marsh

Limited Waterfowl Hunting to Resume on Nimisila Reservoir
From Ohio Division of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife, District 3 Office:
Hunters contribute to conservation in Ohio in many ways including wildlife and disease
management, as well as funding for various aspects of conservation throughout
Ohio. Nimisila Reservoir has a long history of waterfowl hunting. This year, on this lake in
particular, waterfowl hunting will occur only at designated locations (see map). Waterfowl
hunters must stay within 75 yards of each site. This lake remains open to all other allowed

activities during waterfowl hunting such as fishing, birding, hiking, etc. with the expectation
that all users are respectful to the other users of the property. Waterfowl hunting at
Nimisila will only occur during certain dates and within specified hours. These are:
• Sept. 3 – 18: Hours are 30 minutes before sunrise until 10:00 a.m. on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays
• Oct .1: Hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to 1:00 p.m.
• Oct. 22 – 30: Hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays
• Nov. 12 – Dec. 23: Hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and

Saturdays

• Dec. 24 – Feb. 6: Hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. Mondays –
Sundays

As always, please visit our website regularly: https://www.akronaudubon.org If you’ve
missed or deleted these For the Birds emails, they are also posted in the Archives under
the News tab on the Home Page. For more northeast Ohio bird-related programs, events
(including some bird walks), please visit the Northeast Ohio Regional Bird Calendar,
hosted by Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio: CALENDAR (kirtlandbirdclub.org)
Note: A chronologic listing of past GAAS program pages with speaker bios and topics can
be found by going to the GAAS Website (https://www.akronaudubon.org) Under
the Participate tab, find Meetings and click on Meeting
Archives (https://www.akronaudubon.org/meeting-archives.html). If a meeting was
recorded and is available for watching, there will be a <Recording> button that can be
selected to link to the recording on YouTube.
Please direct questions or comments to info@akronaudubon.org
Follow us on Instagram: @akronaudubon
Find us on Facebook: @greaterakronaudubon

